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Together in Christ

April 1, 2022
Beloved in Christ:
Greetings in the precious and matchless name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
On April 10, we will be joining our fellow Christians throughout the world
to celebrate the liturgy of the palms and the Passion. On this Sunday, we
will not only wave our palms singing “Hosanna” to our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ; we will also meditate upon the Passion of Christ.
One of the scriptural passages we will be reading begins and ends the
same way: “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love
endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1, 29 NRSV).
We affirm our belief in and our adoration for our God whose love
endures forever. Other Scriptural passages for our celebration and
meditation for Palm/Passion Sunday include Luke 19:28-40 (for Liturgy
of the Palms), Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11;
Luke 22:14-23, 56; and Luke 23:1-49.
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Sunday, to consider the following:
What does it mean to us to wave our palms and sing “Hosanna”?
Is it a tradition or is it a sincere affirmation of the Lordship of
Christ in our daily lives? If the answer is the latter, what are the
concrete ways we wave our palms in our individual lives, homes,
churches, communities, nation, and world? Might we be waving
our palms when we teach our children and grandchildren about
Jesus? Might we be waving our palms when we volunteer at
church to help restock the food pantry? Might we be waving our
palms when we engage in community conversations to improve
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the well-being of our neighbors, especially those who are
marginalized by society? Might we be waving our palms when we
work for peace in our nation and our world?
How can we demonstrate our discipleship for Christ as we
observe and practice his passion in our daily lives? Is it ethical to
compartmentalize our Christian lives from what is going on in the
rest of the world? In that spirit, do we keep silent when innocent
children and adults are killed in a meaningless war and the power
of human greed destroys the fabric of humanity designed by our
Creator God? Are we aware that our attempt to keep others
happy or save certain friendships may further damage and
promote all kinds of -isms and phobias that divide our world? Or
is there another way—a way in which we may live out our
discipleship by giving voice to the values that Jesus taught:
becoming people who hunger and thirst for righteousness, who
are merciful, who are pure in heart, who are peacemakers?
As we walk with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, on Palm/Passion
Sunday and beyond, may we spend time on our knees praying for God
to intervene all around the world and to bless those who are working for
justice and peace to end all kinds of isms, phobias, wars, especially in
the Ukraine.
May we pray and work tirelessly to be the kind of church (people of God)
God wants us to be - a church which believes and acts like every person
is created in the image of God!
May we pray for the establishment and extension of God’s Reign
everywhere.
May we pray for God to grant us the courage of Jesus, who questioned
the authorities of the Jerusalem temple whose silence allowed traders
and money changers to block the true worshipers from worshiping God.
May we pray for the spirit of Christ who demonstrated His Holy anger
against the unholy silence of the leaders and spoke the truth in love with
His beloved disciples as he instituted the Holy Meal, the Lord’s Supper.
May all our meals, meetings, and relationships become sacramental, so
Christ may be found in our lives, homes, churches, and communities!
I wish you all a celebrative and reflective Palm/Passion Sunday, a
prayerful Holy Week, Good Friday, and blessed Holy Easter!
In Christ’s love,

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
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Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.
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