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“Imagine a New Equitable and Dignified World” 
 
 

Dear FCUMC Friends & Family, 
 

The month of March is one noted as a special time to celebrate the accomplishment 

of women.  International Women’s Day (March 8th) invites us to consider the 

possibility of a world free of gender bias. 
 

“Imagine a gender equal world. 

A world free of bias, stereotypes, and discrimination. 

A world that’s diverse, equitable, and inclusive. 

A world where difference is valued and celebrated. 

Together, we can forge women’s equality.  Collectively, we can all break the bias.” 1  
 

This imagined world reminds us of the Galatians text where in Christ there is an 

assumed equality within the differences imposed by the social systems of that time.  

The translation in the Amplified Bible, Classical Edition (AMPC) clearly notes that 

there is no distinction between male and female.  It reads: “There is [now no 

distinction] neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is not male 

and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

(Pastor’s letter continued next page.) 
1 https://www.internationalwomensday.com/  

 

 

Contact 
 

Pastor De La Rosa pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 

Church Administrator office@firstcommunitymedford.org | 781-396-5436 
(Contact for facility rental/scheduling and website, newsletter & bulletin advertising) 

 
Church Media 
 

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
 

To join 10:30am Sunday Worship online: 

Via Facebook Live:  www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 

Non-Facebook Users:  1) Go to www.firstcommunitymedford.org and 2) Click 

on the box with the Facebook logo. 

 
 

First Community United Methodist Church, 55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155  
 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
http://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
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It is difficult to imagine an equitable and dignified world when we are facing the evolving crisis in Ukraine 

and as we continue to struggle against COVID19.  However, as people of faith, we are reminded by the 

Psalmist “to seek peace and pursue it” (Psalm 34:14).  This peace in the Hebrew scriptures is a Shalom that 

implies a peace with justice where the struggle engages all the takes away the dignity of human beings. 
 

As we begin our time of Lent, a time of reflection, it is important to 

consider that God’s creation is diverse and beautiful where 

differences are meant to complement, and forge dignified 

communities rather than divisions and wars over our inabilities to 

bridge differences and build Shalom.  It is my hope that this month 

of March, we are intentional about remembering the struggles of 

women for equality and find ways to bridge the gaps of 

discrimination and so many other differences are assumed to be 

negative within our social systems – particularly within our 

Christian institutions.  It is my expectation that this month of 

March, as we wait for and reflect upon a new life, we can also 

celebrate Seminary Sunday and welcome MARCH as the month of 

practice for our seminary students so they can provide new insights 

as to ways we can bridge and engage Shalom. 

 

In Peace and Prayer, 

Pastor Cristian De La Rosa  
(Photo Credit:  T.Chan @unsplash.com 

 

 
 

 

 

“New” Virtual Bible Study starts March 9! 
 

We invite you to join us as we participate in a guided reading 

of “The Grace of Les Miserable” and consider the Lenten 

themes of justice, poverty, freedom and love. 
 

For this series, we will be joined by Belmont-Watertown UMC 

and West Chelmsford UMC. 
 

Participants will have two options to participate: 
 

Wednesdays from 7:30pm-8:30pm:  March 9, 16, 23 & 30 and 

April 6 & 13 (or) 
 

Thursdays from 7:00pm-8:00pm:  March 10, 17, 24 & 31 and 

April 7 & 14 

 
For more information and to register, visit 

https://firstcommunitymedford.org/wednesday-bible-study/  

 
(Photo Credit:  Permission #153 The Grace of Les Miserable 97815018871092019 to 

use photo of book cover granted by Abingdon Press 3/2/22.) 

  

 

 

 

https://firstcommunitymedford.org/wednesday-bible-study/
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫ 

By Luci Rexroad, Music Director 

 
 

We Hear the News in Anguish by Andrew Pratt 

Written 28 February 2022 while watching the Russian-Ukraine conflict. 
 

We hear the news in anguish to know what has been done, 

the cameras and recordists show hatred being spun, 

the sound of rockets falling fill broadcasts round the earth, 

Great God what are we doing while children come to birth? 
 

Our aspirations shudder, our hopes become as dust, 

though war machines are broken, dismembered, turn to rust. 

Our conversations stutter, our talks of peace – hot air, 

Great God may acts of justice grow from the seeds of prayer. 
 

No place is ever neutral when hatred fuels the fire, 

humanity unites us, let love be our desire. 

Join hands across the barriers that other hands have made, 

until your world is mended and violence has been stayed. 

 
TEXT:  Copyright © 2022 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England.  Used by Permission.  

CCLI License # 21000619.  

TUNE:  PASSION CHORALE   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (The United Methodist Hymnal,  

No. 286) 

 
I learned a new term the other day, by way of Facebook.  Someone posted on the page of The Hymn Society in the 

United States and Canada Group, wondering why “text writers compose event poetry.”   I had never heard of “event 

poetry” – from the context of the original and later posts, I decided it means poetry written in reaction to an event.  This 

would be different from poetry written to celebrate an upcoming event, as is done by Poet Laureates.  As of this writing, 

that Facebook post had received 18 comments from just three people, who didn’t agree on whether hymns are always 

timeless and must live forever; or whether there is room for hymns that are used just once and then vaporize. 1 
 

Some of today’s hymn writers respond quickly to events happening in their world and their life by writing a new hymn.  

One such person is Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  On the last Sunday in February, we sang her newest hymn, “We Pray for 

Peace,” which was written just a few days earlier, in response to the crisis in Ukraine.   
 

Another “event hymn writer” is Andrew Pratt, a British Methodist pastor.  He published this hymn on February 28.  To 

date, he has written more than 1,400 hymn texts.  Many of them are available on his blog 

(https://hymnsandbooks.blog/author/andrewpratt48/); and several collections have been published.   The UMC 

Discipleship web site includes about fifty of his hymns.    

 

 
1 https://www.facebook.com/groups/HymnSociety/posts/3177024992510556/ 
 

 

 

 
 

https://hymnsandbooks.blog/author/andrewpratt48/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HymnSociety/posts/3177024992510556/
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MARCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

• Meetings:  Please √ your calendar. 

o Sunday, March 6 | 1PM:  Trustees 

o Tuesday, March 15 | 7:15PM:  SPRC 

o Tuesday, March 22 | 7PM:  Church Leadership Team 
 

• March is Seminary Month at First Community UMC.  Each Sunday, a 

seminary student will prepare and deliver a sermon in order to gain 

experience and fulfil a requisite requirement of studies.  
 

• Daylight Savings | Sunday, March 13:  At 2 a.m. on Sunday, we will 

“spring forward” ahead one hour.  Please plan accordingly. 
 

• Coming in April | Sunday, April 3 | Scout Sunday:  We will have a 

collection for the Scouts Micro-Pantry in Haines Square (e.g., canned 

vegetables, beans, soup and tuna; boxed cereal; pasta and sauce; peanut 

butter and non-peanut butter spreads; and toiletries). 
 

• Help us fill the Sanctuary with Spring Flowers on Easter Sunday:  See 

the order form on the next page of this newsletter.  Deadline April 13. 
 

 

Sunday, March 27 

UMCOR Sunday 
 

The United Methodist Committee on 

Relief provides worldwide disaster 

relief ministries through food, shelter, 

health and peace. 
 

Special Sundays are designated 

throughout the year to provide 

opportunities for giving.  These 

special offerings are earmarked and 

support a designated ministry.   
 

To donate, visit 

https://umcmission.org/give-to-

umcor/ 
 

 
 

2022 LENT & HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 
 

~ Lenten Bible Study | March & April: Offers to options to attend weekly… 

Wednesdays| March 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6, 13 | 7:30PM (Online Only) 

Thursdays | March 10, 17, 24, 31 & April 7, 14 | 7:00PM (Online Only) 
 

~ Palm Sunday | April 10 | 10:30AM:   Worship Service with distribution of palms (In-Person and Online) 
 

~ Maundy Thursday | April 14 | 6:30PM:  Potluck dinner followed by Communion Service (In-Person Only) 
 

~ Good Friday | April 15 | 7PM:  Joint Service with another UMC church (Online Only) 
 

~ Holy Saturday | April 16:  Individual time of reflection and preparation for new life 
 

~ Easter Sunday | April 17 | 10:30AM:  Easter Celebration & Communion Service (In-Person and Online) 
 

 
 

FIRST COMMUNITY APPROACHES ITS BICENTENNIAL 
 

200th Anniversary – 2023 
 

 

 

As we’ve been mentioning in recent newsletters.  First Community will celebrate its 

bicentennial in 2023. 
 

We’ve scheduled a meeting for Sunday, March 20, following worship for anyone 

interested in participating in the planning for our Bicentennial Events. 
 

If you can’t come to the meeting, but would like to be involved, please let Luci 

know. 
 

Contact Luci Rexroad, Committee Coordinator 

music@firstcommunitymedford.org | 781-856-3218 

 
(Photo Credit:  L.Rexroad) 

 

https://umcmission.org/give-to-umcor/
https://umcmission.org/give-to-umcor/
mailto:music@firstcommunitymedford.org
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EASTER FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 

 Lilies, tulips, and daffodils enhance our worship experience on Easter Sunday; and this year will be 

no exception. The flowers will be displayed in the sanctuary during our worship service.  

 

The cost is $10 each.  Please make checks payable to FCUMC.  The deadline for ordering is April 

13.  

 

Please mail this form and payment to the church office (55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155) and mark it to Luci 

Rexroad's attention. If it's more convenient, you may also place an order by emailing Luci at lmrex@yahoo.com or 

calling her at 781-856-3218. We will collect the payment later.  

 

You may pick up your plant after our Easter Worship Service; or we will deliver it to you. You may also designate that it 

be given to a shut-in. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Flowers for Easter 2022 
 

Please check one:    □ In Memory of   
 

 □ In Honor of 
 

     

Lily  □ Daffodil  □ Pink Tulip  □  Purple Tulip  □ Red Tulip  □ 

 

Given by  

Email:   Phone #:  

 

You may pick up your plant after our Easter Worship Service; or we will deliver it to you.   
You may also designate that it be given to a shut-in. 
 

I will pick up my plant at the church  □ Please deliver my plant to me  □ 

Please give my plant to a shut-in  □ 

 
The cost is $10, payable to FCUMC.  The deadline for ordering is April 13. 

Please mail this form to the church office and mark it to Luci Rexroad's attention. 
If it's more convenient, you may also place an order by emailing Luci at lmrex@yahoo.com  

or calling her at 781-856-3218.  We will collect the payment later. 
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

By Luci Rexroad, Outreach Coordinator 

 
 

MARCH MINI-MISSION:  ITEMS FOR KITTY CONNECTION
 

 

For our March mini-mission, we will continue to collect items for Kitty Connection.  This organization, located in 

Medford, is dedicated to rescuing homeless, abandoned, abused, and unwanted cats & dogs.  It is an all-volunteer, not-

for-profit organization, run solely on donations. All rescued animals are fostered by volunteers in their own homes until 

loving adopters can be found.  Kitty Connection also provides low-cost spay/neuter programs to those pet owners in 

need, runs a Trap/Neuter/Return program for feral cats, and works to educate the public on the importance of being a 

responsible pet owner.  [ from https://www.kittyconnection.net ] 
 

Here’s Kitty Connection’s wish-list: 
 

• Postage Stamps 

• Paper Towels 

• Canned Cat Food 

• Feline Pine Pellets 

• Grain Free Natural Balance Dry Dog Food 

• Pet Supplies Plus Gift Card.  (There’s a store at 

630 Fellsway in Medford. 

 
Please Note:  At this time, they do not need sheets or blankets.  

(PHOTO CREDIT:  COURTESY OF KITTYCONNECTION.NET) 

 

You may put items in the plastic bin in our worship space on Sunday morning; or you may bring items to the church 

office during regular office hours.  Please contact me if you would like me to pick up your items. 
 

You may also donate money to Kitty Connection through the PayPal Giving Fund. When donating through PayPal 

Giving, PayPal will not charge the organization the normal processing fee.  That way, the full amount of your donation 

will go to Kitty Connection.  Here’s the link:   

https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1858431 

 

 
 

As friends and members of First Community UMC, volunteerism and outreach are woven into the fabric of who we are 

as we devote time and energy to serve, support and in many cases, provide meeting space for our neighbors and 

community programs.  In addition to our current mini-missions, FCUMC… 
 

• Provides meetings space to: 

o Boy Scouts of America Troop 416 

o Cub Scout Pack 416 

o Girl Scout Troops 62969, 64376 & 69039 

o Big Book AA 

• Supports Medford neighbors in-need: 

o Christmas gift for families 

o Local food pantries 

o Kitty Connection 
 

• Through a cooperative education program with 

Boston University, FCUMC provides housing and 

valuable work & leadership experience to 

international student volunteers. 
 

For more information about our Outreach Ministries, visit www.firstcommunitymedford.org/ministries/  

 

https://www.kittyconnection.net/
https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1858431
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/ministries/
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

By Claudia Alvarez, Student Intern 

 

 
Dear congregation, 

We already finished another cycle of our Church’s Bible Study. On this occasion, we were able to reflect on two spiritual 

autobiographies which spoke to us about spiritual seeking, grace, and Christian social commitment. They were the faith stories of 

the founder of Methodism, Jhon Wesley, and the feminist theologian Rosemary Radford Ruther, whose theological understanding 

of liberation led her to join Latin American women in working for ecological justice. These spiritual autobiographies confronted us 

with our own capacity to write as a way of letting our theological understandings speak, based on our own experiences and 

awareness of the divine.  

In the last four weeks of this cycle, our congregation was gifted with the company of Belmont-Watertown UMC to attend the 

Intercultural Theological course, led by David Gaitan, Colombian Master’s in Divinity student at Drew University. In this course, we 

were able to review the history of evangelical colonization in Latin America as a framework for addressing religious movements 

such as Pentecostalism and its process of expansion throughout the continent. This expansion brought as a consequence the 

migration of many Catholic believers to evangelical churches, which although very diverse, have been characterized by a literalist 

reading of the Bible. This reading has generated, in many cases, dogmas that attempt to govern the current context of Latin 

American societies through regulations that arose in biblical times.  

In that sense, the last session of the Bible Study consisted of a cultural exchange with people from Colombia and Mexico who 

shared with our Methodist congregations in Massachusetts their personal process to deconstruct these dogmas, generally 

inherited through life from family religious affiliation. This last session was a wonderful experience to bridge the gap between 

people from different countries, cultures, and denominations not only through technology but also through the experience of a 

"faith that seeks understanding", as Augustine of Hippo defined the work of theology.  

We will meet again in March for our new cycle of Bible study in Lent! 

 

 

(Photo Credit: 

https://sp.depositphotos.com/105058194/stock-

photo-bible-text-and-crayons.html) 
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WE APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORTERS 
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March 2022 
First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Paulo Llanco & 
Nataly Romero 

2 
Charlotte Luscombe & 

Frank Casseterri 
 

7:30PM Ash 
Wednesday Service 

(In-Person & Online) 
 

3 
Donna & Joe 

Maguire 
 

 
 

 

4 
Bill Mason & 
Billy Mason 

5 
Sheila McCleery 

 

6 
Emily & Matthew 

McDonald 
 

10:30 AM Worship 
via Facebook 

 

1PM Trustees 
Trustees Meeting Link 

 

Communion Sunday 
 
 

7 
Samuel McDonald 

 
 
 

 

8 
Meaghan Morris & 

Connor Wilson 
 
 
 

9 
Chloey Wilson 

 

7:30PM Lenten 
 “Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

10 
Cayden Maleszyk 

 

7:00PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

 
 
 

 

11 
Cheryl & Keeley 

Murphy 
 
 
 
 

12 
Nathaniel Murphy & 
Alexander Murphy 

13 
Aarion & Katelyn 

Perez 
 

10:30 AM Worship 
Via Facebook 

 
 

14 
Neville & Egaline 

Pottinger 
 

 

 

15 
Luci Rexroad 

 
7:15PM SPRC 

SPRC Meeting Link 

 

16 
Ana Maria Rodriguez & 

Dan Hauge 
 

7:30PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

 

17 
Jim & Kim 

Ryan 
 

7:00PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

 

18 
Joan Saniuk & 

Sharilyn Steketee 
 

 

19 
Dorothy & Frank 

Seamster 
 

20 
Kevin Seamster & 
Owen Seamster 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
via Facebook 

12PM FCUMC 
Anniversary 

Planning Meeting 
 

 

21 
Ebiye Seimode 

 
 
 

22 
Jennifer & Sean 

Tappendorf 
 

7PM Leadership Team 
Leadership Team 

Meeting Link 

23 
Dylan Tappendorf & 

Genevieve Tappendorf 
 

7:30 PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

 

24 
David Twiddy & 

Rebecca Stevenson 
 

7:00PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

25 
Lydia Twiddy & 

J.J. Twiddy 

26 
Miriam Twiddy 

27 
Chris & Gina 

Votour 
 

10:30AM Worship 
via Facebook 

28 
Ronald Votour & 

Daniel Votour 

29 
Anmole & Jennifer 

Wassan 

30 
Arjun Wassan & 

Diya Wassan 
 

7:30PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

 

31 
Barbara Wood & 

Jessica Wood 
 

7:00PM Lenten 
“Online” Bible Study 
Lenten Bible Study Link 

  

 

Reminder Checklist: □ Please prayer for our friends daily on the designated day. 

 

March is Seminary Month.  Each Sunday, we will have a Guest Student Pastor. 

 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/92504976018?pwd=aXFVWlRrOGVwVXhjRFE1ZE8zTXFwZz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96415177998?pwd%3DbXVvcW5BK1FvY1gzaGVGeGtrbGhvQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1642251418976140&usg=AOvVaw2WoOQK1qFhz3Cj-aqCijxt
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/93509424301?pwd%3DajZNbnZ6eVhQS1FjZlVIVUZ3OWgxZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1643633749784841&usg=AOvVaw3vBVHqv4hT8fyH4xPpv8wB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/93509424301?pwd%3DajZNbnZ6eVhQS1FjZlVIVUZ3OWgxZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1643633749784841&usg=AOvVaw3vBVHqv4hT8fyH4xPpv8wB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646209082982083&usg=AOvVaw0BVBoLoVfW7DvLRQpFbhbU

