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Dear Friends & Family, 
 

Welcome to Advent time!  This week, most Christian communities celebrate Advent 

as the beginning of a new liturgical year within the Christian tradition. The lighting 

of the candle of Hope in local congregations last Sunday, symbolized the beginning 

of a time of reflection and preparation for the celebration of Christmas.  This 

celebration of Advent is a cherished custom within churches since it is also a time 

for decorations, Christmas trees and lights, bells and music, and many, wonderful 

sweet desserts. 
 

We had a little break and I pray you were able to attend family gatherings for 

Thanksgiving.  However, we are now looking forward to all that Christmas can 

bring this year. 
 

This year’s Advent time, like last year, continues to be a very different experience.  

This journey will be full of uncertainty as we continue to face the long-term 

complexities of a global pandemic and the many social issues that surfaced during 

these difficult times.  However, it is important to claim this as a new time to 

prepare, reflect, and remember the promises of God. It is a time for consideration 

of our own circumstances within a global pandemic where we try again to prepare 

and celebrate. 

(Pastor’s letter continued next page.) 
 

 

Church Media & Contacts 
 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:30AM “In-person” & via Facebook Live 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 

 
Pastor De La Rosa Email:  pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 
 

Our newsletter is published by the Church Administrator.  Advertisements and 

submissions for next month’s newsletter are due no later than the 23rd of the current 

month.  Email to office@firstcommunitymedford.org. 
  

Church Office Hours:  Monday & Thursday 9:30am-12:30pm 

Phone/Voicemail:  781-396-5436 | 55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155 

Website:  www.firstcommunitymedford.org  
(Photo Credit: j.orisvo @Shutterstock.com)  

 

http://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
mailto:jorisvo@Shutterstock.com
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It is both an opportunity and the time in our Christian calendar to find again, 

hope and a new relationship with God and each other.  It is a time to identify 

our own new journey counting in the love and the grace of God.  Sunday, we 

lighter the candle of hope as we marked a new journey.   

 

I want to note that one of my favorite experiences at the beginning of Advent 

is the decoration of the sanctuary.  The color purple is so predominant and 

well complemented by the red, white, and green decorations that come to life 

with the lights of the Christmas tree.    
 

 
(Photos:  K.Aluia) 

 

Within this tradition, my hope and prayer at this time of Advent is that each 

of us at First Community UMC, can find the beauty in decorating, in looking 

at Christmas lights, and tasting all the sweets we can eat, cook, and share!! 

 

Pastor De La Rosa, December 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“Wishing you a very blessed 
and Merry Christmas!” 

 
 

From FCUMC Church Staff – 
Pastor De La Rosa, Luci 

and Kathy 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo Credit:  J.Snider @UM Com) 
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫ 

By Luci Rexroad, Music Director 

 

 

“In the Bleak Midwinter” by Christina Rosetti 

Hymn Number 221.  The United Methodist Hymnal. 

 

 What can I give him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, 

I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give him; 

                                   Give my heart.                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Verse 4) 

 

From UMC Discipleship Ministries History of Hymns: “Christina Georgiana Rossetti (1830-1894) gives us one of the 

most beloved Christmas hymns. The author of three collections of mostly religious poetry and four devotional books, she 

came from a family steeped in the arts. Her deep faith is thought to be partially the result of the solace that she found in 

writing as a result of her poor health from age sixteen. 
 

“In the first memorable stanza, Rossetti creates a dreary and desolate image of the world into which the infant Jesus 

appeared by drawing on the experience of a British winter. She is not suggesting that it literally snowed in Bethlehem, 

but is drawing on a long-established literary idea of associating snow with Christ’s birth.” 1 

 

I knew of the fourth verse of this Christmas song long before I heard it sung, as it was on a Christmas card I sent when I 

was in elementary school.  This hymn has been included in Methodist hymnals in the United States since 1935, so it was 

in the hymnals of my childhood; but I don’t remember singing it until much later. 
 

The English composer Gustav Holst wrote the tune Cranham for Rosetti’s poem in 1906.  The tune takes its name from a 

village near Cheltenham, England, where the composer was born.  2 

 

Just before Christmas, two years ago, I went to a concert at Jordan Hall in Boston.  It was one of the last concerts I 

attended prior to the pandemic lockdown.  The headliner was the cellist Sheku Kaneh-Mason.  His sister Isata 

accompanied on piano.  [They have five other siblings, each playing either the violin, cello, or piano.]  The previous 

May, Sheku had drawn international attention when he played during the royal wedding of Prince Harry to Meghan 

Markle at Windsor Castle outside London.  Included in the concert that I attended that December night were works 

ranging from Beethoven variations to a 1932 sonata for cello and piano written by Samuel Barber.  The evening’s encore 

was a duet (their own arrangement) of the tune for “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  It was a magical way to end the evening. 
 

Here’s a link to Sheku and Isata Kaneh-Mason playing their arrangement of “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfsbnewzIVE 

 
1 https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-the-bleak-midwinter 
2 Carlton R. Young, Companion to the United Methodist Hymnal, (Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 1973), 431. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfsbnewzIVE
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-the-bleak-midwinter
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200th Anniversary 

 

DECEMBER NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• Upcoming Meetings:  Please √ your calendar. 

o Sunday, December 5 | 1pm:  Trustees 

o Monday, December 6 | 6:30pm:   Staff/Parish Relations 

Committee 
 

• Church Leadership Team 2022:  There will be several changes 

to our leadership in 2022. 

o In 2020, Jessi Killilea accepted the position of Director of 

Family Ministries at First Presbyterian Church in Quincy.  We 

were fortunate to have Jessi continue as Chairperson of SPRC 

and Ben as member of the Trustees through the end of 2021.  

The Killilea family will now be moving on to participating in 

their new church family. 

o Under Pastor De La Rosa’s coordination as pastor of FCUMC 

and Assistant Dean for Students and Community Life at 

Boston University, several international seminarians have been 

installed in leadership roles at FCUMC.  They are Ebiye 

Seimode, Church Treasurer; Claudia Alvarez, Staff/Parish 

Relations Committee member; Sandra Barrios, Children’s 

Education Coordinator and future Boston University 

international student, Edwin Castillo, as member of Board of 

Trustees.  Pastor De La Rosa developed a cooperative 

education program for international students through Boston 

University for three Boston area churches, First Community 

UMC, Belmont-Watertown UMC and Union Church in 

Boston. 

o Will Miller has joined as Financial Consultant. 

 
(Photo Credit:  Shutterstock.com) 

 

Let’s Celebrate 
Christmas Eve Together! 

 

 

Our Services 
 

Friday, December 24 
 

5:00 pm Online 
 

11:00 pm In-Person 
 

 

Seeking Volunteers & FCUMC History Experts! 
 

 

FIRST COMMUNITY APPROACHES ITS BICENTENNIAL! 

 

As we mentioned in last month’s newsletter, First Community will celebrate its 

bicentennial in 2023.   

We will start our planning in earnest in January.  But for now, if you’d like to serve 

on the committee, or write an article for the newsletter about your experience at 

FCUMC, please let me know. 

 

Luci Rexroad, Committee Coordinator 

music@firstcommunitymedford.org | 781-856-3218 
 

(Right Photo:  Trowel is engraved: “This trowel was used to lay the 

corner stone of new church.   Photos by:  K.Aluia)  

 

mailto:music@firstcommunitymedford.org
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

By Luci Rexroad, Outreach Coordinator 

 
 

DECEMBER MINI-MISSION:  COLLECT TOILETRY ITEMS FOR BREAD OF LIFE 
 

 

   

I recently saw on Facebook that Medford’s Civic Center for Social Responsibility (CCSR), a group established in 2013 

for students in Medford Public Schools, is joining with the Sewing Club at the Andrews School to donate toiletry bags to 

Bread of Life.  BOL will distribute these bags to families that they assist.  The Sewing Club will make toiletry bags and 

CCSR will collect items to fill them. This sounds like an ideal mini-mission for First Community.   

 

According to their website, CCSR’s mission is “to develop responsible global leaders/citizens that will be positive 

contributors to society and will work to combat critical social issues … and become leaders in our society. We believe 

that by providing the appropriate learning activities, we can:  prevent students from becoming addicted to harmful 

substances, develop positive self-awareness, encourage teamwork and cooperation, improve self-esteem and develop 

leadership skills.”  (www.medfordccsr.org) 

Bread of Life, founded in 1980, is “a nonprofit, nondenominational faith-based organization serving the communities 

north of Boston, with a mission to feed the body and to nurture the soul. We strive to feed the hungry, the homeless, the 

needy and the isolated; to offer spiritual nurture, support and hospitality; to promote greater peace and justice by 

addressing broader issues of hunger, poverty, and need; and to conduct our work in a spirit of respect and nonviolence…  

“BOL distributes the equivalent of 1 million free meals per year. Services provided include evening meals held four 

nights a week in Malden, food pantries in Malden and Everett, grocery delivery to senior citizens and COVID-isolating 

households, and food delivery to at-risk teens and homeless families sheltered in local motels. BOL serves residents of 

Malden, Everett, Medford, Melrose, Saugus, Stoneham, Reading, North Reading, Winchester, Wakefield, Revere, 

Chelsea and Winthrop.”  (www.breadoflifemalden.org) 
 

ITEMS NEEDED 

***Travel or trial size is preferred*** 

 •  Lip balm 

•  Alcohol-free mouthwash 

•  Hand sanitizer 

•  Hand lotion 

•  Bandaids 

•  Deodorant 

 •  Cotton swabs 

•  Small comb/compact brush 

•  Full size toothbrush 

•  Toothbrush cover 

•  Toothpaste 

 
    

You may put items in the plastic bin in the sanctuary on Sunday morning; or you may bring them to the church office 

during regular office hours.  The deadline for dropping off items is Monday, December 20. 

 

   

 
 

 

 

http://www.medfordccsr.org/
http://www.breadoflifemalden.org/
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(Photo Credit:  iStock.com) 

POINTSETTIAS FOR THE SANCTUARY 
 

The sight of poinsettia plants always enhances our worship experience on the Sunday 

before Christmas.  This year, flowers will be displayed during our worship service on 

Sunday, December 19. 
 

The cost is $10 each and checks can be made payable to “FCUMC”.  Our order form 

can be found below.  The deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 5. 

Completed forms and payment can be mailed to the church (55 Otis Street, Medford, MA 02155) and Luci Rexroad’s 

attention. 
 

If it’s more convenient, you may place an order by contacting Luci at lmrex@yahoo.com or 781-856-3218 and she will 

collect the payment later. 
 

Luci will work with you to arrange a time for you to pick up your plant at the church; or, if you prefer, it can be delivered 

to you. You may also designate that it be given to a shut-in. 

 

Need additional forms?  Follow link to our website for a printable form   

 

 
Fold & Cut Here 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas 2021 
Please check one:    

 □ In Memory of  

 □ In Honor of   

 

Color & Number of Each: 

  

Red 

  

White 

  

Pink 

 

Luci will work with you to arrange a time for you to pick up your plant at the church; or we will deliver it to you.  Please 

check one: 

 

□  I will pick up my plant at the church 

□  Please deliver my plan to me at 

□  Please give my plant to a shut-in 

 

Form Completed By: 

Email: Phone Number: 

 

Cost is $10 per flower.  Please make checks payable to “FCUMC.” 
 

The deadline to order is Sunday, December 5. 
 

Mail this form and your payment to the church and Luci Rexroad’s attention. 
 

First Community United Methodist Church, 55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155 
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KIDS, SOUNDS & COLORS 

By Sandra Barrios 

 
 

Christmas, Music, Stories, and Baby Jesus 
 

Christmas is coming and I believe this is one of your favorite 

holidays. Think about the things that you like the most about this 

wonderful season; maybe gifts, food, being with your family or 

playing with snow. This will be my first time in a cold weather 

with snow and I can’t wait to look from my window how the 

snowflakes start to fall. One of my favorite Christmas activities is 

catching up with cousins that I have not seen in a while. I 

remember that during our childhood we used to play or watch 

movies while our parents talked in Christmas Eve, we told jokes 

to each other and had fun being together. I realized that nowadays 

new traditions take part of our Christmas celebration. 

  
(Photo A.Burden @unsplash.com) 

I learned how to play the guitar and my family always asks if I can play and sing something for them and since my dad 

became a preacher, sometimes he shares a Bible story. We enjoy having new traditions and it is wonderful when we as a 

family learn a new skill or find a story book, movie, TV show or an activity that we can add to these family days. But the 

best of all is that we can remember in a very special way God’s incredible gift to humanity. Without this gift it would 

have been impossible for us to enjoy those amazing moments with our loved ones. And I am not talking about any gift 

like a new videogame, cell phone or maybe your favorite book. God gave us Jesus! And Jesus brought hope, forgiveness 

of sin and eternal life.  

 

Resources 

Bible Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

Movie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12oaXGKvZL4  

Story and orchestra: Sergei Prokofiev. Peter and the wolf. Vancouver 

Symphony Orchestra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Photo Credit:  P.Hearing @unsplash.com) 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12oaXGKvZL4
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WE APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORTERS 
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December 2021 
First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 

 
 1 

Jennifer & Sean 
Tappendorf 

 
7:00PM Bible Study 

Bible Study Link 

2 
Dylan Tappendorf & 

Genevieve Tappendorf 

3 
David Twiddy & 

Rebecca Stevenson 
 

 
 
 

4 
Lydia Twiddy & 

J.J. Twiddy 
 

5 
Miriam Twiddy 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

1PM Trustees Meeting 
Trustees Meeting Link 

6 
Chris & Gina 

Votour 
 

6:30PM SPRC 
 

7 
Ronald Votour & 

Daniel Votour 

8 
Anmol & Jennifer 

Wassan 
 

7:00PM Bible Study 
Bible Study Link 

 
 

9 
Arjun Wassan & 

Diya Wassan 
 

 
 

 

10 
Barbara Wood & 

Jessica Wood 

11 
Sarah Wood & 

Benjamin Wright 
 

12 
Deanna Wright & 
Madison Wright 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
 

13 
Barbara Adams 

 
 
 

14 
Deb & Steve 

Alibrandi 
 
 
 

15 
Fred & Kathy 

Aluia 
 
 
 

16 
Sam Aluia & 
Nino Aluia 

 

 
 
 

 

17 
Claudia Alvarez 

 
 
 
 

18 
Uchenna Awa 

19 
Yola Aurelian 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 
 

20 
Kali Baker 

 

 

21 
Sandra Barrios 

22 
Valerie Becker-

Nogueira & 
Walace Nogueira 

 
 

23 
James Nogueira 

 
 

24 
Sylvia Bosselman & 
Sharyn Bosselman 

 

5pm “Online” 
Christmas Eve Service 
 

11pm “In-Person” 
Christmas Eve Service 

25 
Elizabeth Bosselman & 

Nancy Burbine 
 
 

26 
Jennifer Calhau 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 
 
 
 

27 
Rachel Collins 

 
 

 
 

28 
Lorraine & Patrick 

DeFlorio 

29 
Barbara DeFlorio & 

William DeFlorio 

30 
Martha De La Rosa 

31 
Pam Demattia 

 

 

Reminder Checklist:  □  Please pray for our friends daily on the designated day. 
 

 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/92504976018?pwd=aXFVWlRrOGVwVXhjRFE1ZE8zTXFwZz09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09

