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FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
AT 10:30 a.m. (online) 

 

December 5, 2021 Communion Sunday | Second Sunday of Advent 
 

join us “in-person” or “online at: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 

you are welcome at First Community UMC. 
 

* As an inclusive community, we invite you to sing & confess your faith in the language that you feel comfortable. 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

● If you are viewing our service via Facebook, please say “hello” and comment, so we may include 

you in our attendance.  If you have joys or concerns, please type them in the comments, so we 

may include you in our “Sharing of Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer.” 

● If you are attending our service in the Sanctuary today, please sign the attendance log located at 

the rear of the sanctuary if you have not already done so. 

● Poinsettia flower orders are due today.  You may order red, white or pink.  If you wish to place 

an order, pick up a form from the check-in table, complete it and give it to Luci before you leave 

today.  You can work out payment with Luci. 

● Upcoming meetings and events include: 

o Sunday, December 5 | 1pm | Trustees  Trustee Meeting Link 

o Monday, December 6 | 6:30pm | Staff/Parish Relations  SPRC Meeting Link  

o Sunday, December 12 | 12:15pm | Finance Committee (in person) 

o Friday, December 24 | 5pm (online) & 11pm (in-person) | Christmas Eve Services 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  Cristian De La Rosa 

Hours:  Sunday 9:00am-10:30am 

Monday 9:00am-12:00noon 

Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 
 

Options to Meet: in Church Parlor, by phone or via Zoom 

Cell:  540-550-9251 

Email:  pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org  

To set up a meeting:  calendly.com/cdlrosa 

 
Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 

 
Church Office Hours:  Mon & Thurs 9:30am-12:30pm 

Phone: 781-396-5436 

Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc  

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org  

 During the week ahead, please pray for these friends: 
 

December 5 – Miriam Twiddy 

December 6 – Chris & Gina Votour 

December 7 – Ronald Votour & Daniel Votour 

December 8 – Anmol & Jennifer Wassan 

December 9 – Arjun Wassan & Diya Wassan 

December 10 – Barbara Wood & Jessica Wood 

December 11 – Sarah Wood & Benjamin Wright 

December 12 – Deanna Wright & Madison Wright 

 
 

Our Worship Service 
 

Worship Leader:  Dorothy Seamster 

Children’s Education Intern:  Sandra Barrios 

Worship Song Leaders:  Susan Rati Lane, Ebiye Seimode 

Pastoral Intern:  Paulo Llanco 

Bell Ringer & Acolyte:  Autumn Lane 

Piano Accompaniment:  Luci Rexroad 

Computer Tech:  Felix Jibrin 

 

http://meet.google.com/vbn-wdjp-msm
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/92504976018?pwd=aXFVWlRrOGVwVXhjRFE1ZE8zTXFwZz09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96415177998?pwd%3DbXVvcW5BK1FvY1gzaGVGeGtrbGhvQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1638905118690330&usg=AOvVaw0LtX-4v0fRNNOWXVrvOQTB
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
http://www.calendly.com/cdlrosa
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
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Thank you for joining us.  Please use these quiet moments 

to center yourself and prepare for worship… 

 

*Where noted, please stand as you are able. 

 
BELL RINGING & CANDLE LIGHTING Bell Ringer & Acolyte 

 

 

PRELUDE “Comfort Ye My People” from Handel’s Messiah   

                                 

-arr. by Jan Sanborn 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Worship Leader 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 

 

Leader: O come, O come, Immanuel, 

All: And be light for our darkness. 

Leader: Be comfort in our grief; be a friend for our loneliness, 

All: An oasis for our searching. 

Leader: O come, O come, Immanuel, 

All: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us peace. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH The DeFlorio and McDonald Families 

 

 

COMMUNAL PRAYER (in unison) 2 

 

God of timeless grace, 
 

You fill us with joyful expectation. 

Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, 

That with uprightness of heart and holy joy 

We may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

Who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Children’s Education Intern 

 

* HYMN 
3 “A New Advent of Joy” -Richard Garland, 2015 

 Tune:  DARWALL’S 148th UMH Number 715.        Hymn Leader 
 

1. A new advent of joy is born to grateful hearts. 

Prepare the way, receive the love that God imparts. 

When Christ shall come, compassion grows, 

the love of God in grace oe’r flows. 
 

2. A new advent of joy is born in faithful prayer. 

In sacred silence love reveals the way to care. 

When Christ shall come, good news appears 

to those who put aside their fears. 

 

(Hymn continued next page.) 
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3. A new advent of joy is born of love and grace, 

as God incarnate comes to bless a humble place. 

When Christ shall come, salvation’s voice 

invites all people to rejoice. 

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE: Malachi 3:1-4 Worship Leader 
 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM “A Place at the Table”                                   WORDS:  Shirley Erena Murray 

MUSIC:  Lori True 

 

 

* READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Luke 1:68-79 Pastor De La Rosa 
 

For the word of God in scripture, 

for the word of God among us, 

for the word of God within us, 

thanks be to God! 
 

 

SERMON “Preparing the Way in a Very Different Context” Pastor De La Rosa 

 
* HYMN W&S 3170 4   “What Feast of Love”   -Delores Dufner, 1993          

  Hymn Leaders 
 

1. What feast of love is offered here, 

what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 

what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
 

 

2. What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 

What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 

The Word of God is given! 
 

3. What wine of love is offered here, 

what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, 

what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

The Son of God is given! 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER Pastor De La Rosa 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION Pastor De La Rosa 
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CONFESSION AND PARDON  
 

As a sign of entering to the holy meal,  

let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

 

Merciful God,  

we confess that we have not loved you  

with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church.  

We have not done your will, 

we have broken your law,  

we have rebelled against your love,  

we have not loved our neighbors, 

and we have not heard the cry of others.  

Forgive us, we pray.  

Free us for joyful obedience,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

(All pray in silence.) 

 

Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

that proves God’s love toward us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Worship Leader 

God of mercy and grace, 
 

We pray that the gifts we offer this morning 

might be used to bring some compassion to the chaos that is our world. 
 

We give these gifts in love, hoping they will heal some of the hurting; 

and as they do, make the crooked road straight for the coming of the Christ. 
 

May the hills that separate us from sisters and brothers be made flat 

and may the valleys of our isolation be raised up, so we will be ready to 

welcome the Christ as one. 
 

In that holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Luke 3:1-6 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC “It Is Well with My Soul”

                    

WORDS:  Horatio G. Spafford 

MUSIC:  Philip P. Bliss 

  Sandra Barrios and Ebiye Seimode, 

Vocalists 

 

* DOXOLOGY UMH 95 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastoral Intern 

 

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION Pastor De La Rosa 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, 

and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty (almighty God), 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or you had formed the earth, 

from everlasting to everlasting, 

you alone are God. 

You created light out of darkness 

and brought forth life on the earth. 

You formed us in your image 

and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, 

and our love failed, 

your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, 

made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

and spoke to us through your prophets. 

 

And so, with your people on earth 

and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy are you, 

and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 

in whom you have revealed yourself, 

our light and our salvation. 

 

 

(Thanksgiving and Communion continued next page.) 
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In his baptism and in table fellowship 

he took his place with sinners. 

Your Spirit anointed him 

to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

and to announce that the time had come 

when you would save your people. 
 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

you gave birth to your Church, 

delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 

he took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood. 
 

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, 

one with each other, 

and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

(Thanksgiving and Communion continued next page.) 
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Through your Child Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Creator, 

now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father [God/Creator], who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom [kin-dom], come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom [kin-dom], 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

JOINTLY TAKING THE BREAD & CUP 
 

If you would like to participate in today’s communion, 

please join our pastors in taking your bread and beverage now. 
 

(Please take a moment for silent prayer.) 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Pastor De La Rosa 

 

 

* HYMN UMH 210 5     “All Earth Is Waiting” (Toda la Tierra)  -Albert Taulè, 1972 

  Hymn Leaders 

1. All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord. 

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 

it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 
 

2. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, 

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,” 

for his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be, 

with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 
 

3. Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain; 

open new highways, new highways for the Lord. 

He is now coming closer, so come all and see, 

and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 
 

4. In lowly stable the Promised One appeared, 

yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today, 

for he lives in all Christians and is with us now; 

again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 
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BENEDICTION Pastor De La Rosa 

 

Please remain seated for reflection until the conclusion of the Postlude. 

 

 

POSTLUDE & PERMISSION TO 

PODCAST/STREAM MESSAGE 

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel”   -Bob McGee 

 

 
If you have not signed the attendance log located at the back of the sanctuary, please do so now. 

 

As we continue to follow COVID protocols, you will find our offering plate 

on the table at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

At this time, we are unable to remain in the church or offer coffee hour after the service. 
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permission under One License #A-715349.   All rights reserved. 
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