
Dec. 1, 2021 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As we continue to journey together as the people of God and disciples of
Jesus Christ, we lament that discrimination still exists, injustice still
occurs, and people still deny that every one of us is made in the image
of God. We wonder what we can do. Do we have the stamina and
courage to fight the powers of the world?  

Pondering this question, we see that in one of the lectionary readings for
the Advent season (Luke 3:1-6), Luke challenges us through
simple yet powerful words to learn from John the Baptist.

To help us understand the context of John’s ministry, Luke names all the
powerful religious and political figures of John’s day: Tiberius, Pontius
Pilate, Herod, Philip, Annas, and Caiaphas. Space does not permit me
to describe them, so if you do not know them, may I request that you
Google them in order to understand who
they were and which geographical areas were under their influence. 

Into their world, God sent his messenger to preach — not from the
mansions where political and religious leaders lived — but in the
wilderness in the area of Jordan, sharing the Word of God, as
prophesied by the Prophet Isaiah, “proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3).

John the Baptist proclaimed a powerful message and gospel, without
sugarcoating or varnishing, to enter the hearts and minds of his hearers.
A voice from the margins, a voice in the wilderness! He did not care
about his safety or the numbers in his audience; he did not tailor his
words so as not to offend. He preached boldly and prophetically. 

Beloved in Christ, as we continue to light the candles of hope, love,
joy, peace, and the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve, it is very
important to acknowledge that these lights need to be lit within each and
every one of us, so we can counter the darkness created by racial,
religious, social, political, sexual, and economic prejudice. It is my hope
and prayer that all of us, including me, listen and study the powerful
ministry of John the Baptist to learn from him. 

As COVID-19 has shifted the paradigm of our ministry and mission, we
are living John Wesley’s charge: The world has become our parish. The
messages from our pulpits are no longer limited to the local community
but can reach anyone who joins our worship via Zoom, Facebook Live,
or other platforms. We have no idea what our impact might be. As we
remember our baptisms, our ministry, mission, and preaching have
expanded.  

Friends, God is calling us through John the Baptist to be a voice in the
wilderness crying out, so people may see the power of our baptisms as
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we practice our faith in Christ in day-to-day living! 

The day-to-day living of our baptism reminds us that our Christmas
giving should be done with the less fortunate in mind. Our generosity
and joy should be shared with those who are lonely or ill. Our
testimonies should be proclaimed with those hungry for faith.

Whenever we witness injustice, do we play helpless by saying, “I can’t
do anything about it” or do we step up as courageous disciples of Jesus
Christ to expose injustice and do something to correct it? 

As we journey in this Advent season, may the prayer I wrote for Nov.
28 (below), or any prayer(s) that are meaningful to you, help us
to reflect on, concentrate on, and demonstrate our baptismal vows and
responsibilities.   

God of Love and Light, 
in this season of Advent 
we await your coming 
into the midst of our lives, 
into the world, messy 
and troubled as they are.
 
We confess that what we 
see around us and hear 
on the daily news fills us 
with fear and foreboding, 
that we feel the foundation 
beneath us shaking. 
 
Take away our fear and
dread. Help us to stand up, 
to look up, to raise our heads  
because in spite of  
any appearance to the contrary, 
our redemption is drawing near.  
The Savior of the world is come, 
again in power and glory.  
 
Give us eyes to see and hearts to believe ...
“that the kingdom of God is near ...” 
“Heaven and earth will pass away 
but [your] words will not pass away.” (Luke 21: 31, 33) 
 
Transform us through the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may love you and glorify your holy name, 
through Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

Wishing you and your loved ones a meaningful Advent season.

In Christ’s love, 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

 



Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.


