
Connected is a publication of the New Eng-
land Conference of  The United Methodist 
Church. This monthly insert is designed put 
Conference news directly into the hands of 
our local church members.  

Find more at www.neumc.org. 

December 2021 

Funds available for churches helping Afghan refugees — 2  

Global Ministries is preparing to 
commission 17 new EarthKeepers in 
December. Among them will be 

three from New England: 

• Isaiah Robinson  

• Rev. Sheri Smith  

• Taylor Smith  

Global Ministries EarthKeepers is a 
training program to equip United 
Methodists in the United States for 
environmental stewardship. Partici-
pants discuss theology, United 
Methodist resources, community 
organizing and anti-racism, and then 

use what they learn to develop an 
environmental project for their 
churches and communities. The pro-
gram is both a launchpad for people 
looking to turn an idea into action 
and an incubator for people who 
want to deepen an existing ministry. 
Participants develop plans in con-
versation with their peers, trouble-
shooting ideas and sharing strate-
gies. This was the second training to 
be offered online due to COVID-19.  
 
The commissioning service will be 

shared via livestream  

Learn more about EarthKeepers 

https://umcmission.org/earthkeepers/ @ 

 

Still time to donate 
jewelry for AC 22 sale 
Thank you very much for the won-
derful jewelry donations we have 
received! We look forward to offer-
ing many beautiful choices at the 
2022 Annual Conference while also 
benefitting youth ministries here in 
New England. We are so grateful for 
your support! — Prema Devadhar 
and Lori McKinley 
 
We are still happily collecting dona-
tions of gently used jewelry. You 
may bring donations to district 
events or mail them to: 
 
New England Conference  
411 Merrimack St., Suite 200 
Methuen, MA 01844 
Attention: Bishop’s Office 

  

2021 UM EarthKeepers include 3 from NEAC 

From left Isaiah Robinson, Rev. Sheri Smith and Taylor Smith 

Continued on page 2 



Let’s Connect 
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A question to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communications,  

at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150 
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Rev. Dr. Grace Ji-Sun Kim is Professor of Theolo-
gy at Earlham School of Religion and author/
editor of more than 20 books includ-
ing Invisible: Theology and the Experience of 
Asian American Women. Clergy and laity are 
invited to join Dr. Kim for this workshop ti-
tled INVISIBLE: RACISM, SEXISM, & XENOPHO-
BIA hosted by the New England Conference 
Commission on Religion and Race and the Pro-

visional Leadership Academy.  

Hybrid livestream/in-person event is 9 am to 1 
pm Dec. 4, 2021  In-person event will follow 

COVID protocols.  

Carter Memorial UMC 
800 Highland Ave. 

Needham, MA 

Visit www.neumc.org/events to register 

EarthKeepers 

3 from NEAC among 2021 EarthKeepers 
 

at 8 pm ET on Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, on the Global Minis-
tries website at https://umcmission.org/ekcommissioning/. 
This service will affirm the EarthKeepers in their call to the 
ministry of creation care and will bless their work in their 
communities.  
  
“These Global Ministries EarthKeepers are visionaries and 
innovators,” said the Rev. Jenny Phillips, senior technical 
advisor for Environmental Sustainability and leader of the 

Global Ministries EarthKeepers program. “They aren’t 
waiting for the pandemic to end; they’re responding to the 

environmental crisis now with creativity and resilience.”  

This year’s projects include gardens, creation care resources 
for youth and adults, tree canopy restoration, renewable 
energy and more.  
Other EarthKeepers in New England are: Michael Leonard, 
Katahdin District co-lay leader; and four from Cape Elizabeth 
(ME) UMC: Rev. Priscilla Dreyman, Steve Hill, and Linda 

Webster and Rev. Bob Webster.  

Continued from page 1 

Support for churches helping with   
Afghan refugee resettlement 

The Afghan Refugee Re-
settlement Reimburse-
ment program will reim-
burse up to $1,000 per 
local United Methodist 
church in the United 
States that is in a sponsor-
ship relationship with 

Church World Service. Expenses eligible for reimbursement must fit 
the following criteria:     

Pre-arrival support, such as: setting up/furnishing an apartment; 
providing a culturally appropriate welcome meal; welcoming a 
family at the airport. 

Post-arrival support: assisting in English Language Learners (ELL) 
tutoring; providing transportation to medical appointments; 
assisting with grocery shopping or community navigation; 
mentorship. 

Providing other financial support to a newly arrived Afghan family 
to help them adjust to life in the U.S.  

https://umcmission.org/umcor/afghan-refugee-resettlement-
reimbursement-program/ 
 
Tell us more  
If your church is working on helping our new neighbors from Afghani-
stan, tell us about your ministry. Email information and a contact per-
son to communicate@neumc.org and we’ll share your stories.  


