
Sept. 1, 2021 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

In my last two letters, I shared highlights of our United Methodist
Covenant as presented by the late Bishop Joseph Yeakel, in which he
stated: 

I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in
our covenants. 
I’d like to be a United Methodist! 
I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar … 
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The
Table … 
I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church … 
… I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church … "* 

As you may remember, in my previous letters I considered the conciliar
and connectional natures of the Covenant. Today, I would like to reflect
on being an itinerant Church. 

Expounding on this, Bishop Yeakel said,

I'd like to be a part of an itinerant Church. I grew up in a
call system church. I chose to accept the itinerant ministry
in the life of this Church knowing fully (or I thought I knew
fully) what it meant. I never believed that I would occupy
this office in the life of the Church; and I certainly never
believed I'd occupy it this long. If I have one concern for us
as a Church in our covenants of polity, it's around the
itineracy. We are those who are not called to be called —
we are those who are called to be sent [italics added]. If
we lose the understanding and commitment to "sent-ness"
— and that applies to bishops as well as probationary
members — then, we are in deep trouble. I believe in a
sent ministry! And I pray that the laity will understand that
the only ones who can be sent to them are those whom
they first send to be sent. So, if you don't want them, don't
send them.
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Bishop Yeakel has wonderfully articulated for us one of the central
pieces of our polity: the beauty and power of itineracy.

Many a time our district superintendents or I are asked: Why don't we
choose pastors like the Congregationalists, Presbyterians, or
Episcopalians?

I always respond by sharing the words of Bishop Yeakel: "... [please]
understand that the only ones who can be sent to them are those whom
they first send to be sent. So, if you don't want them, don't send them.”

I further explain by sharing that no clergyperson in The United Methodist
Church becomes clergy unless the laity of his/her local church, through a
written ballot, approves the person's call. The church's laity affirms the
person's call and moves their desire forward on behalf of the entire
United Methodist Church.

Bishop Yeakel was correct when he said, "if you don't want them, don't
send them," as there is a chance, in our itinerant system, a person sent
by their local church may become the pastor of that same church one
day.

This is indeed the spirit and the DNA of The United Methodist Church!

John Wesley wrote: 

I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I mean, that
in whatever part of it I am [as in Acts 1:8-9], I judge it meet,
right, and my bounden duty, to declare unto all that are
willing to hear [all ethnoi, as in Matthew 28], the glad
tidings of salvation. This is the work which I know God has
called me to and sure I am that his blessing attends it.
Great encouragement have I therefore to be faithful in
fulfilling the work he hath given me to do.

As itinerant preachers, United Methodist clergy are sent to places of
ministry and mission where their gifts and graces are needed most by
the Resident Bishop of their home conference (following the proper
consultation with all the parties involved). 

This also means that the local church or ministry setting can be assured
that the Bishop and Cabinet have confidence in the gifts and graces of
the clergyperson sent to them. Through itineracy, churches and other
ministry sites receive clergy who may not have considered — or even
known about — their ministry otherwise. 

As an ethnic person reflecting on my own ministerial journey, I realize I
would not have gone to churches where I have served if I were a part of
a calling church. Thank God for the sending nature of our polity. For
though I felt at times my gifts and graces were not the right fit for a
particular ministerial setting, my District Superintendent and Bishop saw
it differently, and they were right! 

Bishop Yeakel said, "If I have one concern for us as a Church in our
covenants of polity, it's around the itineracy." May we deeply embrace
that concern as a blessing, so we may all experience John Wesley's



vision and “look upon all the world as [our] parish" in which to extend the
Reign of God in this universe. 

May God be our anchor, Christ be our Savior, and Holy Spirit be our
guide in our sacred journey as baptized Christians. 

In Christ's love, 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

* As quoted in Albert Outler the Churchman, by Bob W. Parrott
(Anderson, Indiana: Bristol Books, p. 423. Sermon 42: World
Methodism’s World Parish — Then and Now, a quote from John
Wesley’s Journal entry for June 11, 1739, taken from The Works of John
Wesley, Vol. 19, Journals and Diaries II (1738-1743), eds. W. Reginald
Ward and Richard P. Heitzenrater, Nashville: Abingdon, 1990, 67).

 

 

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.


