
 

September 22, 2021

Conference Resource Day

What Can We Still Do? The Climate Crisis and the Need for Action
Saturday, October 16, 2021; 11:00 am - 1:30 pm

Speaker: Bill McKibben

Virtual Gathering. Registration required to receive Zoom connection information.

Local Church Event

ICONS OF 9/11: WHERE WAS GOD?
Saturday, September 25, 2021; 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday, September 26, 2021: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm

Crawford Memorial UMC, Winchester, MA 34 Dix St, Winchester, MA 01890

 
Artist Pamela Chatterton-Purdy of Harwich is known

for her “Icons of the Civil Rights Movement.” But this

weekend, her early work - the icons she created in

an attempt to “wrest meaning from the terrible

events of Sept. 11” - will be on display in the parish

hall of Crawford Memorial United Methodist Church.

Each icon was inspired by a scripture from the Bible.

For example, one that features a firefighter’s jacket, was inspired by Ephesians 6:13, “Therefore put

on the full armor of God.”

 

Chatterton-Purdy's husband, the Rev. Dr. David Purdy, is a retired Methodist minister who served

Crawford UMC from 1978 to 1989. The two of them have collaborated on a new book entitled "Icons

of 9/11: Where Was God" that includes Pamela's eight 9/11 icons with accompanying text. The couple

hope their paintings and text convey the message that “God is present even during the most

unspeakable tragedies.” They will have copies of the book, as well as another of their collaborations,

"Adoption in Black and White," available for purchase. 

Indigenous People's Day

The Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) would like to draw your attention to the

upcoming celebration of Indigenous People's Day on October 11, 2021. At the New England Annual

http://billmckibben.com/
https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/commonwealth-east-district-resource-day-what-can-we-still-do-the-climate-crisis-and-the-need-for-action-15404264
https://crawfordmethodist.org/pamela-chatterton-purdy-icon-exhibit/
https://www.neumc.org/churchdetail/555822


Conference (NEAC) in June, a Resolution was passed Honoring Missing and Murdered Indigenous

Women and part of the commitment on behalf of NEAC is to "[Encourage] local churches, the NEAC,

and District offices to use the term Indigenous People’s Day in lieu of Columbus Day in their

communications, worship services, and event planning." CONAM is offering this short prayer to the

conference, written by Dianne Climenhage, as an invitation to honor and celebrate Indigenous

People's locally and nationally. 

Creator God,

We look at your world and praise you for the diversity all around us.

Thank you for the gift of relationships; our connection with people, animals and the land.

Help us, Lord, to see differences and diversity as strengths.

Help us to listen and understand; to meet one another with wonder and anticipation.

Help us to love as you love, without expectation.

Reveal to us your way of reconciliation and guide us into right relationships with all living things.

Lead us to understand how Indigenous peoples have been and continue to be profoundly harmed by

settler people and institutions.

Lead us to repent when we as settlers deny Indigenous peoples respect, dignity and fullness of life.

Help us to listen compassionately, to speak humbly and to act justly.

Help us to seek the peace, justice and reconciliation you desire among all your children.

Thank you for your mercy and grace.

Amen.

News from the Re-Entry Team

As hospitalizations and cases of COVID-19 increase around New England, our Conference COVID

Re-entry team has an update as of 8/25/21: Re-Entry Update.

Trauma-Responsive Congregations Grant Applications due September 30, 2021

The Trauma-Responsive Congregations grant is rooted in the ongoing work of Boston University

School of Theology’s Center for Practical Theology.  This program supports congregations eager to

strengthen their capacities to respond to the needs of community members and surrounding

populations that are particularly affected by trauma.

Applications for Trauma-Responsive Congregations Program  are due Thursday, September 30,

2021.  The program is hosted by Boston University School of Theology’s Center for Practical

Theology and developed in partnership with Chaplaincy Innovation Lab and ACPE, through the

generous support of the Lilly Endowment Inc.

Online Training Opportunities for Clergy and Laity

The events listed here, which include District Resource Days, are opportunities for laity and clergy to

hear from gifted speakers and workshop leaders from across New England and around the nation.

Experts will offer big ideas and practical tools that can be implemented in the local church context.

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!EMfMGqw8l8dqI2pmqteU-1ULovHKSi9HPAS3DvNSHDqD9twkRfvSOJonDP5U-zrJM
https://www.traumaresponsivecongregations.org/
https://www.bu.edu/cpt/
https://chaplaincyinnovation.org/
https://acpe.edu/
https://lillyendowment.org/
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!BtPIpMlOsGfnlVprTfk2lMNt0ISBIpgwReQ4VWhTfqlibPH0A-Nnd9ZPWJf4v66xw


These Leadership Training Opportunities are offered as a way to help strengthen the work of your

church. As United Methodists and members of a connectional church, we know we are stronger

together. You are encouraged to take full advantage of the gifts and knowledge of our presenters. 

Sept. 25, 2021 - Conference Resource Day: Relational Food Ministry in Our Communities with

Pastor Liz Magill

Sept. 29 or Sept. 30 - Tailor made Solutions for Churches: What to Know About Loans with

UM Foundation

Oct. 16, 2021 - Conference Resource Day: What Can We Still Do? The Climate Crisis and the

Need for Action with Bill McKibben

Oct. 18, 2021 - Digital Ministry webinar: Developing an intentional discipleship system - Part 1

with Rev. Rick McKinley, Director of Congregational Development

Nov. 13, 2021 - Conference Resource Day: Preparing For the Holy Days led by Larry Jay,

Rolling Ridge Executive Director

 

 

Our District Contact Info

District Superintendent Rev. We Hyun Chang
Administrative Assistant Allyson Printz
Address 2600 Massachusetts Ave., Lexington, MA 02421
Office Phone (781) 861-0249
Email CEDS@neumc.org / CEDistrict@neumc.org
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