
Sept. 11, 2021

Beloved in Christ:
 
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
 
Today we recall with pain and sorrow the events of Sept. 11, 2001; 20
years later, these are still haunting memories.  

Among the four flights that were hijacked that day, two originated from
Boston's Logan International Airport here in our Annual
Conference (American Airlines Flight 11 and United Airlines Flight 175,
both bound for Los Angeles). 

On that day, many of us found comfort in the midst of our pain through
prayer, gathering with our church families, and reflecting on Bible verses
such as Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.”
 
The effects of 9/11 on our emotions and our lives are still very present
two decades later. We morn the lives lost not only in the attacks that day,
but the ensuing wars and acts of terror that continue around the globe as
well as the loss of our sense of safety and security. 

But amid the fear that engulfed all of us around the world that day, and
that continues to shape our current existence, we also have a deepened
appreciation for our heroic first responders, law enforcement officials,
and military personnel, many of whom gave their lives to save others. 
 
May we make time today, despite our busy schedules, to pause and pray
for peace in our world, for the wisdom and courage of our global leaders,
and for a new path forward in establishing justice for all people
and equality among all children of God so we may live in a world without
fear.  
 
May God’s grace, the love of Christ, and the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit enable us to be ambassadors of goodwill, peace, justice, equity,
and freedom for all.
 
Let us pray for those who lost loved ones on 9/11 and in the resulting
wars. May God give them comfort and strength as we commemorate
this tragic day in our history. 
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May we also pray for the vulnerable women, children and others in
Afghanistan, deliverance from all kinds of modern-day terrorism within
our country and around the world. May we welcome and support the
refugees who are coming into our communities from Afghanistan.
 
Let us pray using the words of the famous hymn by Jill Jackson and Sy
Miller:
       
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
Let There Be Peace on Earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God as our [Creator]
[siblings] all are we
Let me walk with my [siblings]
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step I take
Let this be my solemn vow
To take each moment and live
Each moment in peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me
 
May peace begin with you and me. Amen.
 
In Christ’s love, 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar

 

 

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.


