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FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
AT 10:30 a.m. 

 

September 26, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

join us “in-person” or “online” at: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

 

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 

you are welcome at First Community UMC. 
 

* As an inclusive community, we invite you to sing & confess your faith in the language that you feel comfortable. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

● If you are viewing the service via Facebook, please say “hello” and comment, so we may include 

you with our attendance.  If you have joys or concerns, please type them in the comments, so we 

may include you in our “Sharing of Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer.” 

● If you are attending our service in the Sanctuary today, please sign the attendance log located at 

the rear of the sanctuary if you have not already done so. 

● September is Hispanic Heritage Month.  We will honor this with a segment of today’s service 

dedicated to Celebrating Hispanic Heritage. 

● Upcoming meetings and events include: 

o Wednesday, September 28 | 7pm-8pm | Bible Study (Week 3 of a 6-Week Online 

Series):  “Theological and Biblical Sharing from a Latinx Perspective” Zoom Bible Study Link 

● Contacting Pastor De La Rosa:  Please feel free to call, text or email Pastor De La Rosa to plan a 

prayer and care meeting with her or for any pastoral emergencies. 
 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  Cristian De La Rosa 

Hours:  Sunday 9:00am-10:30am 

Monday 9:00am-12:00noon 

Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

Options to Meet: in Church Parlor, by phone or via Zoom 

Cell:  540-550-9251 

Email: pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 

To set up a meeting:  calendly.com/cdlrosa 

 
 

Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 

 
Church Administrator:  Kathy Aluia 

Hours:  Mon, Thurs & Fri 9:30am-12:30pm 

Office: 781-396-5436 

Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc  

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
 

You may submit church-related announcements to the 

Church Administrator by Wednesday at 5pm. 

 During the week ahead, please pray for these friends: 
 

September 26 – Yola Aurelian 

September 27 – Kali Baker 

September 28 – Sandra Barrios 

September 29 – Valerie Becker-Nogueira & 

Walace Nogueira 

September 30 – James Nogueira 

October 1 – Sylvia Bosselman & Sharyn Bosselman 

October 2 – Elizabeth Bosselman 

 
 

Our Worship Service 
 

Worship Leader:  Stephanie Finley 

Children’s Education Intern:  Sandra Barrios  

Worship Song Leaders:  Susan Rati Lane, Ebiye Seimode 

& Sandra Barrios 

Soloist:  Ebiye Seimode 

Bell Ringer & Acolyte:  Autumn Lane 

Piano Accompanist:  Luci Rexroad 

Tech Support Manager:  Kathy Aluia 

Tech Support Assistant:  Edwin Jair Vela Castillo  
 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
http://www.calendly.com/cdlrosa
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
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Thank you for joining us.  Please use these quiet moments 

to center yourself and prepare for worship… 

 

BELL RINGING & CANDLE LIGHTING Bell Ringer & Acolyte 

 

PRELUDE “Fairest Lord Jesus” -Piano Setting by Joel Raney 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Worship Leader 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 

 

Leader:  God whispers to each of us: you are my beloved, created in love for love. 

All:  My spirit answers, here I am, Lord. Speak to me anew. 
 

Leader:  Then let us gather, old and young, small and great, 

to dream God's dreams, receive God's power, and do God's deeds. 

All:  Here we are, Lord. Shine the light of your love on us. 

Kindle your Spirit within us. 

Work your redeeming will in us, that the world may be one 

through the power of your love. 

 

COMMUNAL PRAYER (in unison) 2 

 

We praise you, 
 

O God, for though you do as you please, 

your pleasure is justice with compassion. 

We worship you, O God, 

for though you choose your servants as you wish, 

you elect people who are called to serve all in obedience to you. 

We are awed by the powers of nature, 

but assured that there is no force or 

being that can overpower you. 

We are most grateful 

that you make yourself known to us 

through the healing and saving power of 

Jesus Christ, our Leader and Friend. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Children’s Education Intern 

 

* HYMN UMH  496 “Sweet Hour of Prayer” -William Walford, 1845 

  Hymn Leader 

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  

that calls me from a world of care,  

and bids me at my Father's throne  

make all my wants and wishes known.  

In seasons of distress and grief,  

my soul has often found relief,  
 

*Please stand as you are able for this hymn. (Hymn continued next page.) 
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and oft escaped the tempter's snare  

by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  

the joys I feel, the bliss I share  

of those whose anxious spirits burn  

with strong desires for thy return!  

With such I hasten to the place  

where God my Savior shows his face,  

and gladly take my station there,  

and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  

thy wings shall my petition bear  

to him whose truth and faithfulness  

engage the waiting soul to bless.  

And since he bids me seek his face,  

believe his word, and trust his grace,  

I'll cast on him my every care,  

and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 
READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE: Psalms 124 Worship Leader 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM “Come Away with Me”                    
    

WORDS:  Mary Nelson Keithahn                                                                                                    

MUSIC:  John D. Horman 

 

 

* READING FROM THE EPISTLES: James 5:13-20 Pastor De La Rosa 
 

For the word of God in scripture, 

for the word of God among us, 

for the word of God within us, 

thanks be to God! 
 

* Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospels. 

 

SERMON “Prayers in Our Complex and Uncertain Times” Pastor De La Rosa 

 

*HYMN TFWS  2146     “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” -Civilla Martin, 1905 
  Hymn Leader 

1. Why should I feel discouraged,  

Why should the shadows come, 

Why should my heart be lonely,  

And long for heav’n and home; 

When Jesus is my portion? 

 
*Please stand as you are able for this hymn. (Hymn continued next page.) 
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My constant Friend is he; 

His eye is on the sparrow, 

And I know he watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me. (R) 
 

Refrain: 

I sing because I’m happy,  

I sing because I’m free; 

For his eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me. 
 

2. “Let not your heart be troubled,” 

His tender word I hear, 

And resting on his goodness, 

I lose my doubts and fears; 

Though by the path he leadeth,  

But one step I may see;  

His eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me. (R) 
 

3. Whenever I am tempted, 

Whenever clouds arise; 

When songs give place to sighing,  

When hope within me dies, 

I draw the closer to him,  

From care he sets me free; 

His eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow,  

And I know he watches me. (R) 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER Pastor De La Rosa 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father [God/Creator], who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom [kin-dom], come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom [kin-dom], 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
3 Worship Leader 

 

God of the beginning, 
 

God of now, and God of what will be; 

in your claiming us as your own, 

you have given us the most gracious and powerful invitation – 

to pray to lift all that weighs on our hearts, 

with the confidence that you will hear. 

As we offer gifts to you this morning, 

we pray that you will dedicate them 

so that they might bring love, compassion, joy, and mercy 

to people who are in need. 

Then remind us that we are not done 

until we have offered to you the prayers of our hearts. 

In the name of Jesus, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.  
-James 5:13-20 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC “In Christ Alone” -by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 

Sandra Barrios & Ebiye Seimode, Duet 

 

* DOXOLOGY UMH 95 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* Please stand as you are able for the Doxology. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor De La Rosa 

 

* HYMN UMH  671   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”  -Attr. to John Fawcett, 1773 
  Hymn Leader 
 

1. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 

fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, they love possessing, 

triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, O refresh us, 

traveling through this wilderness. 

 

2. Thanks we give and adoration 

for thy gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of thy salvation 

in our hearts and lives abound; 

ever faithful, ever faithful 

to the truth may we be found. 
  

* Please stand as you are able for this hymn. 

 

BENEDICTION Pastor De La Rosa 

 

Please remain seated for reflection until the conclusion of the Postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE & PERMISSION 

TO PODCAST/STREAM MESSAGE 

“Rondo in F”    -James Hook 
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If you have worshiped in the Sanctuary with us today and have not signed in to our attendance log, 

please make your way to the rear of the sanctuary and do so now. 
 

At this time, we are unable to remain in the church or offer coffee hour after the service. 

 

 
 

Copyright/references info here 
Permission obtained from CCLI #21000626 and ONE LICENSE #A-715349 to podcast/stream music in our service. 
1,2 & 3  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/doers-of-the-word/eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-

lectionary-planning-notes  

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/doers-of-the-word/eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/doers-of-the-word/eighteenth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes

