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“Pearls and Roses in June” 
 

 

Dear FCUMC Family & Friends, 
 

I just became aware that symbols are designated for every month of the year. The 

symbols for the month of June are pearls as a birthstone, roses as the flower and 

Gemini and Cancer as the zodiac signs.   The month of June is also the first month 

of Summer and is known as a favorite month for weddings. 
 

As I consider the symbols and the weather in June, this month is officially my 

favorite month of the year! The pearls and roses are considered wonderful gifts, 

admirable, valuable and beautiful complementing human beings, mostly women, 

communicating care and love when given or received.   In our Christian tradition, 

pearls are associated with the importance of the kingdom (kin-dom) of heaven 

(Matt. 13:45-46) and roses with romantic love and relationship between lovers 

(Songs of Solomon 2:1).  Pearls and roses support the building, strengthening and 

nurturing of family and romantic relationships serving as the best way to 

communicate, without words, the dynamic power of care and love within any social 

setting. 
 

Pearls and roses are powerful symbols that reminds me of family – our families of 

blood but also our families of faith.  (Pastor’s letter continued next page.) 

 
 

Church Media & Contacts 
 

To join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook Live, follow the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 

 
Pastor De La Rosa Email:  pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 
 

Newsletter Publication:  Kathy Aluia, Church Administrator 

Phone/Voicemail:  781-396-5436 

Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org 
 

Address:  55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155 
  

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
http://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
mailto:pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
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They are also powerful metaphors 

facilitating communication, 

teaching/learning and the building of 

relationships. I hope you consider this 

month sharing these gifts as symbols of 

your care and love for family and 

friends.  When was the last time you 

gave or received roses?  Last week I 

purchased a rose bush that will provide 

me with beautiful salmon color roses all 

Summer long.  I am jet to receive, give 

or actually see a real pearl.  However, 

every sign of hope and new life around 

me this month, is a pearl in itself.  I also 

consider every seminary student engage 

in ministry and every person engage in 

our congregational ministries, pearls 

building a new reality for everyone 

involved in the life and ministry of First 

Community UMC. 
 

May you be able to identify the pearls in  
your own life and take the time to give and receive roses 

as signs of hope, love and the nurturing of relationships. 

 
Reverend Dr. Cristian De La Rosa, June 2021 

 

 

Photo credit: Eugenia Romanova at Unsplash.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“Happy Father’s Day!” 
 

Sunday, June 20 
 

 

“A father is neither an anchor to hold us back 
nor a sail to take us there, but a guiding light 

whose love shows us the way.”  -Unknown 
 

 

From all the staff… 
 

Pastor De La Rosa, Kathy, Luci, Pastor Awa, Ana Maria, 
Ebiye, Felix & Sandra 

 
 
(Photo Credit: Tembinkosi Sikupela at Unsplash.com) 
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫ 

By Luci Rexroad, Music Director 

 

The Story of a Solo.  And What’s Copyright Got to Do with It? 

 

 

Ebiye Seimode, a first-year student at Boston University School of 

Theology, has been serving as soloist at First Community since 

February.  I hope you all have appreciated her musical offerings.  And 

there’s more to come:  she will be with us through the summer. 

 

Ebiye usually chooses the songs she sings, unless Pastor De La Rosa or 

Pastor Awa has requested a song.  Or I might intervene!  For Pentecost 

Sunday (May 23), Pastor Awa requested that the congregation sing 

“Holy, Holy” by Jimmy Owens, which is in The Faith We Sing, one of 

the hymnals we use.  Well, we’ve never sung that at First Community, 

and I’ve never played it before; so I suggested to Pastor Awa that we ask 

Ebiye to sing it as a solo the following week. 

 

Ebiye chose “Hosanna” by Brooke Fraser for her solo on Pentecost 

Sunday.  It’s in Worship & Song, another one of the hymnals we use.  

Ebiye chose “Hosanna” by Brooke Fraser for her solo on Pentecost 

Sunday.  It’s in Worship & Song, another one of the hymnals we use.  

Before we started streaming our Worship Services, that would have been  

the end of the story.  I would practice the music; Ebiye and I would Rehearse it together; and then she would 

sing it on a Sunday morning.  A religious exemption to the U.S. Copyright Law (17 U.S. Code § 110(3)) 

“allows congregants to sing hymns during service without first getting permission.” 1 

 

Unfortunately, this exemption does not cover services that are streamed online, nor to printing the hymn texts in 

our worship bulletin.  Enter the church music licensing services.  Nothing is simple, so we have licenses from 

two companies.  We are expected to report to them online whenever we use works that are covered by their 

licenses.  The majority of the hymns that we use are covered by OneLicense.net; others are covered by 

CCLI.com.  To make things interesting, CCLI has two licenses, one for print and one for streaming.  

Occasionally, we’ll use a song not covered by either of these companies.  When that happens, I contact the 

author or composer directly.  So far, I’ve never been turned down.  They sometimes seem surprised to receive 

my request! 

 

So there I was, ready to report that we were going to use “Hosanna” during our service on May 23.  First, I had 

to find – hopefully – which license company covered it.  OneLicense has a nice list of publishers, so I started 

there, but didn’t find the publisher of “Hosanna.”  Next up:  CCLI.  Since they don’t list their publishers on the 

web site, I decided to search on the author’s name, “Brooke Fraser,” because “Hosanna” is a popular title and 

had many entries.  The system found just one song, and it wasn’t “Hosanna.”  Next try:  the publisher’s name 

and the song title.  It found a “Hosanna” written by Brooke Ligertwood.  A simple Google search convinced me 

that she was the same person as Brooke Fraser.  Success!  Fortunately, not every search is this convoluted, 

although things do get interesting when a publisher changes its name after the song was printed. 

 

 
 

1 Emory University Library web site:  https://sco.library.emory.edu/copyright/religious-organizations.html 
 

 

 

 
 

https://sco.library.emory.edu/copyright/religious-organizations.html
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR STUDENT APPRECIATION CELEBRATION 
 

For our Boston University Theology students, the month of May marked a time of transition.  It was the end of 

a semester and for those who graduated, a time of moving on to a new chapter in life.  As a church, this was an 

opportunity to honor our students. Following COVID guidelines, we held a post-worship, outdoor student 

appreciation celebration with hearts of gratitude, food, gifts and behind those masks, lots of smiles! 
 

Many thanks and blessings to our students!  Ana Maria, Damirez, Dan, Ebiye, Felix, Mathee, Pastor Awa and 

Sandra.  Here are some highlights and future plans: 

 

 

Photo on left: On Student Appreciation 

Sunday, Felix was our guest preacher.  We 

hope to see him return in the fall. 
 

Photo to the right:  Our soloist, Ebiye, will 

continue with us this summer.  Along with 

Pastor Awa and Sandra, Ebiye will 

coordinate our children’s education 

programming and events. 
 

Note:  Sandra was not able to attend our 

celebration.  Each Sunday, she has joined us 

from Mexico via a pre-recorded Children’s 

Moment video. 

 
 
 

 

 

Our graduates from left to right:  

Pastor Awa plans to move to Texas 

to begin her PhD program.  Our 

newlyweds, Dan and Ana Maria, 

were married the day before the 

celebration.  Dan completed his 

PhD program in May.  They will be 

moving to Canada as Ana Maria 

begins a PhD program in Toronto.  

Damirez and Mathee completed 

masters’ degrees and having 

accepted employment offers, they 

are moving to Chicago. Reverend 

Dr. De La Rosa, our pastor and 

Boston University professor, will 

continue with us for another year.  
(Photos by K.Aluia) 
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A SHARED LETTER FROM FELIX 
 

This email was shared by Pastor De La Rosa and published with permission. 

 
 

Hello Pastor De La Rosa, 
 

Good afternoon to you. I hope this email finds you well. 
 

I write in appreciation of your kind gestures towards me since the first day I arrived in the United States until 

this moment. There are numerous kind gestures I received from you and also from the church members through 

you. For these, I am grateful. 
 

For the opportunity to work as the assistant tech intern in the church, I am grateful. It was a new challenge for 

me, as I have never had any prior experience in that regard. I am grateful for the opportunity to do it and the 

experiences I have gained thus far. 
 

I also thank you for the opportunity to share God’s word with the people of God through the sermon on Sunday. 

It was a great moment for me, and my friends were happy to watch me preach. Thank you for the opportunity. 

The student appreciation moment on Sunday was excellent, and it will remain unforgettable for me. Thank you 

and all the church members for the gifts we all received. I am thankful. 
 

Most importantly, thank you for facilitating the scholarship I received in the spring semester. It greatly assisted 

me in the time of my financial difficulty. I also thank all the church members for their support. 
 

I lack the words to express my appreciation. Thank you for Everything. 

 

Best regards, 

Felix Jibrin 

 
 

JUNE NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

• Upcoming Meetings:  Please √ your calendar. 

o June 21 at 7:30pm:  SPRC 

o June 24 at 7:00pm:  Church Leadership Team 
 

Note:  During the summer months of June, July 

and August, the Trustees forgo regular meetings 

for facility project working sessions.  When 

needed, the Trustees will address business via 

email. 

 

 

COVID-19 Guidelines 
for “In-Person” Worship 

 

As state, federal, CDC and UMC guidelines and 

recommendations change this month, we will be 

reviewing and updating the church guidelines as well.  

Please watch your email and our Sunday bulletin for 

any changes that apply to our services and activities. 
 

Our current guidelines are: 
 

o Facemasks will be worn by attendees. 

o Attendance is tracked through a sign-in register. 

o We will sing, so seating is spaced 10 feet apart. 

o At the end of the service, attendees will exit the 

sanctuary through the bell tower exit. 

o We are unable to offer coffee hour.  

 

(June News & Announcements Continued Next Page) 

 

• Sunday, June 13 | Children’s Sunday:  If your 

child would like to participate in a segment of 

the worship service, please contact Pastor Awa at 

ujawa@bu.edu.  
 

• Church Website:  Provides up-to-date 

information about worship services, monthly 

calendar and meeting links.  Visit… 

www.firstcommunitymedford.org 

mailto:ujawa@bu.edu
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
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Wednesday Bible Study – Online 
 

Immigration & Human Dignity 
 

Wednesdays, June 9, 16, 23 & 30  |  7pm to 8pm 

 

Pastor De La Rosa will be facilitating a new series 

and will be joined by Pastor Awa, our Pastoral 

Leadership Intern.  This Bible Study program was 

developed by Pastor Awa as part of her ordination 

process. 
 

All are welcome! To join, click  Bible Study Link 

 
 

 
 

WE APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORTERS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
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June 2021 
 

First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

Bill Mason & 

Billy Mason 

2 

George & Sheila 

McCleery 

 

3 

Emily & Matthew 

McDonald 

4 

Samuel McDonald 

5 

Meaghan Morris & 

Connor Wilson 
 

6 

Chloey Wilson 
 

Communion Sunday 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & online 

Facebook 
 
 

 
 

7 

Cayden Maleszyk 

8 

Cheryl & Keeley 

Murphy 

9 

Nathaniel Murphy & 

Alexander Murphy 
 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
Bible Study Link 

 

10 

Aarion & Katelyn 

Perez 

 

New England Annual 

Conference (online) 

11 

Neville Pottinger 

 

 

New England Annual 

Conference (online) 

12 

Luci Rexroad 

 

 

New England Annual 

Conference (online) 

13 

Ana Maria Rodriguez 

& 

Dan Hauge 
 

Children’s Sunday 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 
 

14 

Jim & Kim 

Ryan 

 

15 

Joan Saniuk & 

Sharilyn Steketee 

16 

Dorothy & Frank 

Seamster 
 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
Bible Study Link 

 

17 

Kevin Seamster & 

Owen Seamster 

18 

Ebiye Seimode 

19 

Jennifer & Sean 

Tappendorf 

20 

Dylan Tappendorf & 

Genevieve Tappendorf 
 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 

Father’s Day 
 

21 

David Twiddy & 

Rebecca Stevenson 
 

7:30PM SPRC 

Meeting 
SPRC Meeting Link 

22 

Lydia Twiddy & 

J.J. Twiddy 

23 

Miriam Twiddy 
 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
Bible Study Link 

 

24 

Chris & Gina 

Votour 
 

7PM Church 

Leadership Team 

Team Meeting Link 

25 

Ronald Votour & 

Daniel Votour 

26 

Anmole & Jennifer 

Wassan 

27 

Arjun Wassan & 

Diya Wassan 
 

10:30 AM Worship 
In-person & via Facebook 

 

Intro to Music 

Licensing Workshop 

(following Worship) 
 

 
 

28 

Barbara Wood & 

Jessica Wood 

29 

Sarah Wood & 

Benjamin Wright 

30 

Deanna Wright & 

Madison Wright 
 

7:00 PM Bible Study 
Bible Study Link 

 
 

 

Reminder Checklist: 
 

□ Please pray for our friends daily on the designated day 
 

□  During the summer months of June, July and August, the Trustees forgo 

regular meetings for facility project working sessions.  When needed, the 

Trustees will address business via email. 

 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96415177998?pwd=bXVvcW5BK1FvY1gzaGVGeGtrbGhvQT09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/93509424301?pwd=ajZNbnZ6eVhQS1FjZlVIVUZ3OWgxZz09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/97385123674?pwd=QlV5ZHB2QXhnWU1TNVpUWnkwOVJYQT09

