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FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
AT 10:30 a.m. 

 

June 20, 2021 Father’s Day | Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

join us “in-person” or “online” at: 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 

you are welcome at First Community UMC. 
 

* As an inclusive community, we invite you to sing & confess your faith in the language that you feel comfortable. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• If you are viewing the service via Facebook, please say “hello” and comment, so we may include 

you with our attendance.  If you have joys or concerns, please type them in the comments, so we 

may include you in our “Sharing of Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer.” 

• Wishing a “Happy Father’s Day” to all fathers - as we honor, celebrate and remember our fathers.  

Let’s celebrate all those loving people who are in or have stepped into fathering roles. 

• “Today, we welcome Martha De La Rosa as an Affiliate Member to First Community UMC.” 

• Upcoming meetings and events include: 

o On Monday, June 21, SPRC will meet at 7:30pm  

o On Thursday, June 24, the Church Leadership Team will meet 

o Following the worship service on Sunday, June 27, all are welcome to join us in the 

parlor for an “Intro to Music Licensing Workshop” presented by Luci Rexroad. 

• Now that we have returned to “in person” worship, our outreach is returning as well.  Our current 

Mini-Mission is “Sox for Socks!”  To participate and for info, visit 

www.firstcommunitymedford.org. 

• 2023 marks FCUMC’s “200 Year Anniversary.”  To start this project, we need someone to 

volunteer for Committee Chair who will recruit committee members and begin organizing 

historical information and pictures.  
 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  Cristian De La Rosa 

Hours:  Mon & Fri 10:00-2:00 

Options to Meet: in Church Parlor, by phone or via Zoom 

Cell:  540-550-9251 

Email: pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 

To set up a meeting:  calendly.com/cdlrosa 
 

 

Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 

Email:  music@firstcommunitymedford.org  

Pastoral Leadership Intern:  Pastor Uchenna Awa 

 
 

Tech Support Intern:  Felix Jibrin 

Children’s Education Intern:  Sandra Barrios 

Soloist:  Ebiye Seimode 
 
 

 During the week ahead, please pray for these friends: 
 

June 20 - Dylan Tappendorf & Genevieve Tappendorf 

June 21 - David Twiddy & Rebecca Stevenson 

June 22 - Lydia Twiddy & J.J. Twiddy 

June 23 - Miriam Twiddy 

June 24 - Chris & Gina Votour 

June 25 - Ronald Votour & Daniel Votour 

June 26 - Anmole & Jennifer Wassan 

June 27 – Arjun Wassan & Diya Wassan 

 
 

Church Administrator:  Kathy Aluia 

Hours:  Mon, Thurs & Fri 9:30am-12:30pm 

Office: 781-396-5436 

Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org 

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
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Thank you for joining us.  Please use these quiet moments 

to center yourself and prepare for worship… 

 

 
 

CHURCH BELLS & ALTAR CANDLES Autumn Lane, Bell Ringer & Acolyte 

 

 

PRELUDE “Sanctuary” - John Thompson and Randy Scruggs 

  arr. by Nylea L. Butler-Moore 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Worship Leader 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 

 

All:  We fought back the sleep 

Leader: PEACE BE STILL 
 

All:  We awoke the house 

Leader:  PEACE BE STILL 
 

All:  We dressed and we ate 

Leader:  PEACE BE STILL 
 

All:  We navigated the traffic 

Leader:  PEACE BE STILL 
 

All:  We greeted and we fellowshipped 

Still us now in this, YOUR Holy place. 

 

 

COMMUNAL PRAYER (in unison) 2 

 

Loving God,   

When we are inclined to worry or panic, 

speak with authority to us. 
 

Speak directly through Jesus so that fears may be confronted 

and our faith reinstated. 
 

Through him and in him let us spend our days and nights 

with the courage and peace of those who know 

they are being saved and sustained 

by an imperturbable grace. 
 

And to you be the glory and praise; 
 

Amen! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Sandra Barrios 

Children’s Education Intern 
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HYMN UMH 519 “Lift Every Voice and Sing” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 
 

1. Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

let us march on till victory is won. 
 

 

2. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 

we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

3. God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 

lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 

true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

 

LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH Pastor Awa 

 

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE: Psalm 9:9-20 Worship Leader 
 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Mark 4:35-41 Pastor De La Rosa 
 

For the word of God in scripture, 

for the word of God among us, 

for the word of God within us, 

thanks be to God! 

 

 

SERMON “Enduring the Storm in Our Own Places and Spaces” Pastor De La Rosa 
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HYMN UMH 129 “Give to the Winds Thy Fears” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 
 

1. Give to the winds thy fears; 

hope and be undismayed. 

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears, 

God shall lift up thy head. 
 

 

3. Leave to God’s sovereign sway 

to choose and to command; 

so shalt thou, wondering, own that way 

how wise, how strong this hand. 
 

2. Through waves and clouds and storms, 

God gently clears thy way; 

wait thou God’s time, 

so shall this night soon end in joyous day. 

4. Let us in life, in death, 

thy steadfast truth declare, 

and publish with our latest breath 

thy love and guardian care. 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father [God/Creator], who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom [kin-dom], come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom [kin-dom], 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER Worship Leader 
 

God of the heavens, 

the land and the water that covers it, 

we know what it is like to be tossed about in a storm. 
 

We know that the faith we profess 

when days are calm and sunny 

is challenged and shaky when the storm is furious 

and the water is swamping our boat. 
 

As we offer our gifts to you this day, 

they are given with the hope 

that we will be better able to let go 

of what the world tells us will guarantee our security 

and find our hope and assurance in your redeeming love. 
 

Dedicate these gifts in the knowledge 

that there are other boats besides ours in the same storm. 
 

We pray this prayer in the powerful name of Jesus.  Amen.  
-Mark 4:35-41 
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OFFERTORY SOLO “Mighty to Save” -Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan 

Ebiye Seimode, Soloist 

 

DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise [God] all creatures here below; 

praise [God] above, ye heavenly host; praise [Creator], Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor De La Rosa 

 

HYMN UMH 577 “God of Grace and God of Glory” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 
 

1. God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 
 

 

3. Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 

free our hearts to work and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

4. Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

 

BENEDICTION Pastor De La Rosa 

 

POSTLUDE & PERMISSION TO 

PODCAST/STREAM MESSAGE 

“Postlude in C” -Henry Purcell 

arr. by Tom Birchwood 

 

 
Please exit pews one person at a time and proceed to exit the church 

through the door under the bell tower. 
 

At this time, we are unable to remain in the church or offer coffee hour after the service. 
 

 
 

Copyright/references info here 
Permission obtained from CCLI #21000626 and ONE LICENSE #A-715349 to podcast/stream music in our service. 
1 

Kachael J, Pentecost Liturgical Resources from Africana Writers 1, edited by Safiya Fosua, 2020. 
2 Written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com. 
3  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/fourth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-

lectionary-planning-notes/fourth-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-offertory-prayers  
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