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FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
AT 10:30 a.m. 

 

May 9, 2021 Mother’s Day  |  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

join us “in-person” or “online” at: 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 

you are welcome at First Community UMC. 
 

* As an inclusive community, we invite you to sing & confess your faith in the language that you feel comfortable. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• If you are viewing the service via Facebook, please say “hello” and comment, so we may include 

you with our attendance.  If you have joys or concerns, please type them in the comments, so we 

may include you in our “Sharing of Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer.” 

• Today is Mother’s Day, a day we honor, celebrate and remember our mothers  ̶  all kinds of 

mothers.  Let’s celebrate all those loving people who are in or have stepped into mothering roles. 

• The month of May is Asian & Pacific American Heritage Month.  Each Sunday, we will 

celebrate Asian and Pacific American Heritage during a segment of our service. 

• Upcoming meetings and events include: 

o A Student Appreciation Celebration on Sunday, May 16 following Sunday service.  We 

will gather in the outdoor play area to recognize the (7) seven students who have called First 

Community home this past semester.  To attend, RSVP here. 

o A special service of Healing and Music on Sunday, May 30 during Sunday worship. 

• If your student (e.g., child, grandchild, etc..) is graduating high school, trade school, a certificate 

program, college or university this month, please let us know, so we may include your student in 

the bulletin.  Email your student’s name and school as well as your relationship to the student to 

office@firstcommunitymedford.org.  

• Now that we have returned to “in-person” worship, our outreach is returning as well.  May’s Mini-

Mission is “Sox for Socks!”  To participate and for info, visit www.firstcommunitymedford.org. 
 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  Cristian De La Rosa 

Hours:  Mon & Fri 10:00-2:00 

Options to Meet: in Church Parlor, by phone or via Zoom 
Cell:  540-550-9251 

Email: pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 

To set up a meeting:  calendly.com/cdlrosa 
 

Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 

Pastoral Leadership Intern:  Pastor Uchenna Awa 

 
Computer Tech Intern:  Ana Maria Rodriguez 

Tech Support Intern:  Felix Jibrin 
Children’s Education Intern:  Sandra Barrios 

Soloist:  Ebiye Seimode 
 

 
 

 During the week ahead, please pray for these friends: 
 

May 9 – Amy Fillebrown 

May 10 – Kellie & Scott Fillebrown 

May 11 – Stephanie Finley & Kia Finley 
May 12 – Maleah Finley & Sara Finley 

May 13 – Liz & Richard Grzela 

May 14 – Catrina Hayden 

May 15 – Claire Inzerillo & Maya Inzerillo 

May 16 – Barbara Heckbert 

 
Church Administrator:  Kathy Aluia 

Hours:  Mon, Thurs & Fri 9:30am-12:30pm 

Office: 781-396-5436 

Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org 

Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
https://forms.gle/QRdWiYWZP6Sj9rvP9
mailto:office@firstcommunitymedford.org
http://www.firstcommunitymedford.org/
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Thank you for joining us.  Please use these quiet moments 

to center yourself and prepare for worship… 

 
CHURCH BELLS & ALTAR CANDLES Autumn Lane 

 Bell Ringer & Acolyte 

 

PRELUDE “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” -Oliver Holden 

  arr. by Victor Labenske 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Ana Maria Rodriguez 

Worship Leader 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
1 

 

Leader: See what love has been given to us, 

that we should be called children of God. 
 

All: By this we know love, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, 

and lived and died, that God’s love might be made plain among us. 
 

Leader: Therefore, beloved, let us not love in word or in speech 

but in deed and in truth. 
 

All: Because we love one another, we know 

that we have passed from death into life. 

This is the victory that overcomes the world, 

through Jesus our risen Christ. Amen. 

 

COMMUNAL PRAYER (in unison) 2 

 

God chose us for a purpose. 

He has given us a job to do. 

Leave here with a message for the world. 

Tell them that Jesus is our friend. 

He is a friend like no other. 

Tell the world that God will never leave them alone 

and we should not fear his love. 

Leave here, knowing that you now have a friend 

who is closer to us than a brother or sister. 

What better way to honor a friend 

than to be more like him? 

So, we must do the work and get our hands dirty. 

Our Friend needs us to do his will. 

Oh, what a friend we have in Jesus! 

Go forth in peace. Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Sandra Barrios 

Children’s Education Intern 
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HYMN UMH 149 3 “Let’s Sing unto the Lord” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 

1. Let’s sing unto the Lord 

a hymn of glad rejoicing. 

Let’s sing a hymn of love, 

at the new day’s fresh beginning. 

God made the sky above, 

the stars, the sun, the oceans; 

and God saw it was good, 

for those works were filled with 

beauty. 
 

Refrain: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Let’s sing unto the Lord.  Alleluia! 

2. Let’s sing unto the Lord 

A hymn of adoration, 

Which shows our love and faith 

And the hope of all creation. 

Through all that has been made, 

The Lord is praised for greatness, 

And so we sing to God, 

Who bestows such lovely blessings. 
 

Refrain: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Let’s sing unto the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Let’s sing unto the Lord.  Alleluia! 

 

 

CELEBRATING ASIAN & PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE Pastor Awa 

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE: 
 

The word of God for the people of God. 

Psalm 98 Ana Maria Rodriguez 

Worship Leader 

Thanks be to God.   

 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS: John 15:9-17 Pastor De La Rosa 
 

For the word of God in scripture, 

for the word of God among us, 

for the word of God within us, 

thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “A Dialogue about Love, Friendship and a New Song?” Pastor De La Rosa 

 

 

HYMN W&S 3043 4 “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 

1. You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. 

You, Lord, are both prince and slave. 

You, peacemaker and swordbringer 

of the way you took and gave. 

You the everlasting instant; 

you, whom we both scorn and crave. 
 

2. Clothed in light upon the mountain, 

stripped of might upon the cross, 

shining in eternal glory, 

beggar’d by a soldier’s toss, 

You, the everlasting instant; 

you, who are both gift and cost. 
(Hymn continued next page.) 
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3. You, who walk each day beside us, 

sit in power at God’s side. 

You, who preach the way that’s narrow, 

have a love that reaches wide. 

You, the everlasting instant; 

you, who are our pilgrim guide. 
 

4. Worthy is our earthly Jesus! 

Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 

Worthy your defeat and victory. 

Worthy still your peace and strife. 

You, the everlasting instant; 

you, who are our death and life. 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father [God/Creator], who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom [kin-dom], come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom [kin-dom], 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
5 Ana Maria Rodriguez 

Worship Leader 

God of Unimaginable Love, 
 

We have known of your caring 

since we were babies in our mother’s arms. 

We have been told the stories of your love, 

and we have sung songs about your love. 

These things bring us comfort. 

What challenges us is the command of Jesus, 

“As I have loved you, so you should love one another” 

– not just those who think as we do, 

pray as we do, and look the way that we do. 

Help us, through our giving, our living and our loving, 

to live up to the challenge of loving as you would have us love. 

In the name of our risen Savior, we pray. Amen. 
-John 15:9-17 
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OFFERTORY SONG 
6 “Sing a New Song” -Dan Schutte 

  Susan Rati Lane 

Worship Leader 
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DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise [God] all creatures here below; 

praise [God] above, ye heavenly host; praise [Creator], Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor De La Rosa 

 
HYMN UMH 408 7 “The Gift of Love” Susan Rati Lane 

Hymn Leader 
 

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, 

and have not love, my words are vain, 

as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 

 

2. Though I may give all I possess, 

and striving so my love profess, 

but not be given by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

by this we worship, and are freed. 

 
BENEDICTION Pastor De La Rosa 

 
POSTLUDE & PERMISSION TO 

PODCAST/STREAM MESSAGE 

“Andante in C” -Alexander Reinagle 

Op.2, No. 2 

 
 

Please exit pews one person at a time and proceed to exit the church 

through the door under the bell tower. 
 

At this time, we are unable to remain in the church or offer coffee hour after the service. 
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