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These days we are faced with difficult and complex realities as we face violence at
-Upcoming Meetings the intersections of race/gender/economic and social systems. Like never before,
-Upcoming Events
we are asked to engage in social issues beyond our prayers and worship space.
(Pastor’s letter continued next page.)

Dear Friends & Family,
Greetings at this beautiful time of Easter and Spring, communicating resurrection
and new life. As we enjoy warmer weather and find some security in vaccination
processes, I hope you can breathe deeply and take the time to see God’s grace and
love in the renewal of Mother Earth. The green and beautiful colors of new flowers
and plants that emerge in unexpected places are like invitations to engage some of
the recommended processes from John Wesley.
Today, we talk about the Wesleyan quadrilateral as a resource for our ways of
being and doing. We are asked to consider Scriptures, Tradition, Experience and
Reason as lenses for our own identity and the contextualization of our theological
assumptions and ministries. Our Scriptures guide, our Tradition informs, our
Experience contextualizes and our Reason supports the integration of the different
components.

Church Media & Contacts
To join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook Live, follow the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
Website: www.FirstCommunityMedford.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
Pastor De La Rosa Email: pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org
Kathy Aluia, Church Administrator
Phone/Voicemail: 781-396-5436
Email: office@firstcommunitymedford.org
Address: 55 Otis Street, Medford, MA 02155
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Our scriptures for Easter time are about listening, following
and being in a life of God that becomes like him and lives,
suffers and resurrects like everything that is alive and part of
Mother Earth.
As a congregation, we engage in learning about different
cultures and communities every month. The month of May is
Asian & Pacific American Heritage Month and some of us are
thinking about how to represent components of these cultures
in our worship space. We hope this month is a time for
celebration of new life and the possibilities for a new reality
where violence against Asians is no more.
As we conclude our time of Easter, may you find the time to
observe, reflect and engage in the making of a new reality for
all of God’s creation. I invite you to take the time to see all
the new leaves and flowers on display in trees, all the new
colors of flowers and all the new plants of your vegetable
garden. If you do not have a garden, maybe it is time to plant
one or join someone who does. You will likely be welcomed
to any of the gardens in the making.
Rev. Dr. Cristian De La Rosa, May 2021
Photo: Left to right: Pastor De La Rosa and Pastor Awa
April 2021 | Celebrating Native American Heritage Month

“Happy Mother’s Day!”
Sunday, May 9th

“Your greatest contribution to the kingdom of God
might not be something you do,
but someone you raise.” -Andy Stanley
From all the staff…
Pastor De La Rosa, Kathy, Luci,
Pastor Awa, Ana Maria, Ebiye, Felix & Sandra
(Photo by R.Klavins @unsplash.com)
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫
By Luci Rexroad, Music Director
A TALE OF TWO FUNERALS
Did They Mention the Music?

Doris Bennett
1917-2021

We’re all connected now. Until last summer,
I had never attended a funeral or memorial
service by watching it on a computer screen.
It isn’t often that I attend two funerals in less
than a week’s time. And until April 2021, I
had never attended two funerals in the same
week in England. Music is an important part
of any worship service, and that includes
funerals.

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
1921-2021

On March 21, Doris Bennett died in Herne Bay, Kent, England. She was the mother of Brenda Bennett, pastor
of Community Baptist Church in Medford. Her funeral service was held April 12, at the Thanet Crematorium in
England, and live-streamed by the funeral home, through a company called Wesley Media. On April 9, The
Duke of Edinburgh, husband of the United Kingdom’s Queen Elizabeth II, died at Windsor Castle, not far from
London. His funeral service was held April 17, at St. George’s Chapel at Windsor, and broadcast live
throughout the world. I “attended” both services.
Brenda sent me a copy of her mother’s service. There was no congregational singing, but the recorded music
was very nice. Two of her mother’s favorite hymns were included: “Praise My Soul the King of Heaven”
– which I often play before weddings; and “Away in a Manger” – which is one of the first Christmas Carols I
ever learned. The Processional Music was “Nimrod” from Edward Elgar’s Enigma Variations. The Recessional
Music was a rousing Salvation Army hymn in recognition of Doris’s ties to that organization.
For British Royal Family member’s weddings and funerals, a copy of the order of service (what we call a
worship bulletin) is posted online ahead of time, so viewers and listeners can follow along with the service. The
Duke of Edinburgh’s order of service is twelve pages long. Five selections were played on the organ before the
service started. While the organist performed inside the Chapel, military bands played on the outside grounds.
One of the pieces - “Nimrod” - was also played at Doris Bennett’s funeral. Two of the choral works were
commissioned years ago by The Duke of Edinburgh. The first hymn sung was “Eternal Father, Strong to Save,”
known as the Navy Hymn. In 2018, I played this piece at First Community for the funeral services of three
Navy veterans from our congregation - Martin Lord, George White, and June Knox. This hymn was in the 1964
Methodist Hymnal, didn’t make the cut in the 1989 United Methodist Hymnal, then was included in the 2000
publishing of The Faith We Sing. It was also sung on a British detective TV show I watched the week after The
Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral. His service then concluded with buglers, trumpeters and a bagpiper.
British composer, John Rutter, wrote a blog titled “Did they mention the music? Reflections on a Royal
Funeral,” lamenting that in all the post-funeral TV coverage he watched, he “heard not one word or comment
about the music which had formed such a crucial part of the funeral service for The Duke of Edinburgh.” I saw
many comments, though - not so much as part of the television commentary, but certainly on Facebook! One
Facebook group had a discussion about what is a hymn? What’s a song? Or are those things that people sing in
church something else entirely? (Answer? No conclusion.) Other people wanted to know why the soprano
wasn’t wearing a choir robe. (Answer? She wasn’t a member of the choir.) Another question: Where was the
boys’ choir? (Answer? The chapel was restricted to four singers. And a single boy treble would have been
overpowered by the other singers in the quartet.) For more information, here’s a link to John Rutter’s blog:
https://johnrutter.com/latest-blog/did-they-mention-the-music
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MAY’S GUEST CONTRIBUTOR
Felix Enefola Jibrin
Student Stories: What ministry is calling you? Our work is our ministry. Some of us become spiritual leaders,
while others are called as architects, teachers, musicians, glassblowers or business administrators. Later in
life, our ministries may change or we may have more than one...as we become parents, family caretakers,
community volunteers and church leaders. Over the next months, we will ask our university students to
contribute to our newsletter. Each student will be asked to share his/her calling and key memories that formed
the path to this “life ministry.”
We have been fortunate to have Felix working as our Tech Support during Sunday services this semester.
My name is Felix Enefola Jibrin, from Kogi State, Nigeria. I am a Roman Catholic
seminarian. My earliest encounter with the Christian faith was from my parents who
raised my siblings and I in the Catholic tradition. All my life, I have attended Roman
Catholic schools. I was admitted to Boston University in 2019. These institutions built
me up in preparation for ministry in the church. My first encounter with Christian
ministry occurred while I was in primary school. I was inspired by the kindness
expressed by the priests and nuns towards the students. Having received much love from
home and from my religious leaders, I felt that the world also needs to receive the love of
Jesus Christ through me. In that moment, it became clear to me that I wanted to become a
Catholic priest.
Being born and raised as a Catholic, my initial decision to become a priest was met with
staunch opposition from most of my extended family members who are largely Muslims.
Felix Enefola Jibrin
Making the choice to become a priest, I had to be separated from my extended family because of the hostile
treatment I received from them. However, I remained resilient in my decision to become a priest to serve God
and God’s people. In addition, I received massive love and support from my immediate family. The support I
received from home and school motivated me to continue in my chosen path. I spent ten years in the seminary
while I discerned my vocational call to priesthood, during these years, I developed the zeal to work with various
groups in the church. I worked with the children’s department between the ages of nine to fifteen, teaching them
basic Bible knowledge and moral instructions. The classes I handled was mandatory and preparatory as the
children needed this foundation in order to be able to receive the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
I also provided spiritual support to the church’s Catholic Women Organization. I held
weekly Bible study sessions every Wednesday for three years. I also had the opportunity
to teach new seminary students a course on vocation to the Catholic Priesthood. As part
of this program, I introduced them to the tradition of chanting the Lauds and Vespers in
Latin and English from the breviary [a Catholic prayer book]. My superiors appointed me
to serve in these areas because of my outstanding grades in Scripture and Ecclesiastical
languages in my first degree. As a seminarian, once every year I was posted to various
parishes for an internship program known as Apostolic Work where I was opportune to
work in four different churches.
During my internship, I supported the children and youth’s ministry, performed sacramental duties in the
church, carried out pre-marital counselling sessions for couples. I always chose to work in rural areas because I
preferred the simple lifestyle. These opportunities gave me a true meaning of the mission of Christ and the
church. My most memorable moment of pastoral work was a six-month internship in a hospital during an
epidemic in 2014. Some colleagues and I volunteered to take a break from academic work to accompany
patients who suffered during the deadly Ebola epidemic. With the fear of death occupying my mind every day, I
came to understand the value of life and human dignity.
(Felix’s Student Story continued next page.)
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My vocational journey has been interesting so far, as I have come to understand that every opportunity that
comes my way is an avenue to learn and grow. After my M.Div, I hope to apply for a PhD program to study
Dogmatic Theology while simultaneously preparing for ordained ministry. My appreciation goes to everyone
who has supported me on my journey to answering God’s call.

MAY NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

•

•

FCUMC’s email addresses have changed: To
contact the church administrator or Pastor De La Rosa,
please use office@firstcommunitymedford.org and
pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org.
Upcoming Meetings: Please √ your calendar.
o May 2 at 1pm: Trustees
o May 17 at 7:30pm: SPRC
o May 23 at 1pm: Church Leadership Team

May 16 | Student Recognition Celebration | 12 noon
We will recognize the seven students who have called
First Community home this past semester.
• COVID-19 Guidelines for “In-Person” Worship:
The following guidelines will apply to our services…
o Use of separate “Entrance” and “Exit” doors.
o Facemasks will be worn by attendees.
o Attendance sign-in register for tracking purposes.
o We will sing, so seating is spaced 10 feet apart.
o At the end of the service, attendees will exit the
sanctuary through the door under the bell tower.
o We are unable to offer coffee hour.
• Church Website: Provides up-to-date information
about worship services, monthly calendar and meeting
links. Visit… www.firstcommunitymedford.org

The month of May is…

Asian & Pacific American
Heritage Month
Each Sunday, we will celebrate
Asian & Pacific American Heritage
during a segment of our service.
Let the Mini-Missions begin!
Now that we have returned to “in-person” worship,
FCUMC’s outreach is returning as well.

May’s Mini-Mission is “Socks for Sox!”
This year, Boston Health Care’s Sock Drive has gone virtual.
Due to the COVID pandemic, the organization is currently
accepting in-kind donations. A donation of $10 will support
5 pairs of socks for patients in need.

To donate, follow the link below:
BHCHP's SOX FOR SOCKS CAMPAIGN 2021
For more info about the charity, visit
https://www.bhchp.org/soxforsocks
Questions? Email Luci, FCUMC’s Outreach Coordinator,
at music@firstcommunitymedford.org.

Wednesday Bible Study – Online
Immigration & Human Dignity
Wednesdays, May 5, 12, 19 & 26 | 7pm to 8pm
Pastor De La Rosa will be facilitating a new
series and will be joined by Pastor Awa, our
Pastoral Leadership Intern. This Bible Study
program was developed by Pastor Awa as
part of her ordination process.
All are welcome! To join, click Bible Study Link
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WE APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORTERS
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May 2021
First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Courteney
DiDomenico & David
Dismas

2

3
Gabriel & Valerie
Donadio

4
Aaron & Laura
Ellies

5
Josette Elysee &
Thess Elysee

Communion Sunday
10:30 AM Worship

6
T.J. Elysee &
Jo Elysee

7
Heiko Enderling &
Judith Aberdeen

8
Jazmine Enderling &
Connery Enderling

Peg Faulkner

7:00 PM Bible Study
Bible Study Link

In-person & online

Facebook
1PM Trustees Meeting
Trustees Meeting Link

9

10
Amy Fillebrown

Kellie & Scott
Fillebrown

10:30 AM Worship

11
Stephanie Finley &
Kia Finley

In-person & via Facebook

14
Liz & Richard
Grzela

15
Catrina Hayden

Claire Inzerillo &
Maya Inzerillo

Bible Study Link

17
Barbara Heckbert

18
Bianca & Erik
Hegre
7:30PM SPRC
Meeting

10:30 AM Worship
In-person & via Facebook

Student Appreciation
Celebration
23
Eleanor & Paul
Kulakowski

13
Maleah Finley &
Sara Finley

7:00 PM Bible Study

Mother’s Day
16

12

19
Oriana Hegre &
Serena Hegre

20
Tonya Hicks &
Felix Jibrin

21
Ben & Jessie
Killilea

22
Finn & Rowan
Killilea

Tom & Peggy
Kirkpatrick

7:00 PM Bible Study
Bible Study Link

SPRC Meeting Link

24
Terran & Susan Rati
Lane

10:30 AM Worship

25

26
Autumn Lane

27
Daniel Laskey

7:00 PM Bible Study

Donna & Fred
Laskey

28
Matthew Laskey &
Geoffrey Laskey

29
Lauren Laskey &
Richard Laskey

Bible Study Link

In-person & via Facebook

1PM Church
Leadership Team
Team Meeting Link
30
Charlotte Luscombe &
Frank Casseterri
10:30 AM Worship
In-person & via Facebook

31
Donna & Joe
Maguire
Memorial Day

Reminder Checklist:
□ Please pray for our friends daily on the designated day.
□ The month of May is Asian & Pacific American Heritage Month. Each Sunday, we will celebrate
Asian and Pacific American Heritage during a segment of our service.
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