January 2021
In this Issue…

Dear FCUMC Family,

•

Pastor’s Letter

•

Music from the
Church

•

Announcements

Welcome to 2021 at this time of Epiphany in our Christian calendar. A time
when the essential nature and meaning of the God incarnate- made flesh among us –
helps to illuminate and realize the grace and love of God for us and the rest of
creation. I hope your preparation during Advent and your celebration of Christmas
– God acting in human history- facilitated the grasping of new meaning and purpose
for your own life for these critical times.
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As we continue our journeys of faith through our Christian year, I invite us to
consider what God is calling us to be and do as a community of faith called First
Community United Methodist Church. We remembered, we lamented, we
celebrated and now we are called to live into a new relationship with each other and
God – we are called to live into righteousness as renewed family in and through that
God incarnate, we celebrated and welcomed into our lives and homes this
Christmas.
Can you articulate anew your individual calling? Can you imagine what our
collective ministry can be in this new year? Yes, each of us, as baptized members
of a community of faith are called to individual and collective ministries. We are
provided with very unique opportunities and set as stewards of resources for the
building of the Kin-dom in our own part of the world and every year we have the
opportunity to renew and walk together again building on what we have done. I
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like to think that we strengthen what the faithful before us built. That we
restore, rebuild and redesign alongside those God called to be our faith
families. And we hope our rebuilding and redesigning will be a strong
foundation for those that will come after us.
May we live into a new time and a renewed calling with the understanding
of what is the essential meaning and nature of our right relationships with
each other and God. Let us imagine a ministry that is meaningful and
relevant for our own time. A ministry that will be a blessing for our
community and a sacred place/space for the next generations.
Welcome to this time of Epiphany,
Pastor Cristian De La Rosa
January 2021

Photo: FCUMC Sanctuary dressed for Epiphany by K.Aluia
and Epiphany Visit of the Three Kings in Tour, France
Cathedral by Jorisvo @Shutterstock.com

From FCUMC Staff…
“In this New Year, we pray for
healing to all in need and a
wealth of blessings, joy and love
to everyone!”

- Pastor De La Rosa, Luci,

Ana Maria and Kathy
Photo Credits by A.Spratt @Unsplash.com
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫
By Luci Rexroad, Music Director
She’s done it again! Carolyn Winfrey Gillette has written a hymn for the
moment – in this case, about our yearning at Christmas time for what we
have lost in the past months and our hope for a Christmas blessing. And
she has managed to incorporate the names of six popular Christmas
carols. Here’s a YouTube link if you want to sing-along:
https://tinyurl.com/CWG-Christmas-2020. I’m writing this on Christmas
Day; and you will probably be reading it during the first week of January,
when we are in the middle of the Twelve Days of Christmas, so it’s still
timely.
Photo of Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Credit:
Permission to use obtained by L.Rexroad
from www.carolynshymns.com

CWG, as I refer to her, has written over 400 hymns. Two books, shown
on the piano rack in the photo above, contain over 100 of her hymns. A
Presbyterian pastor, she says she was taught in seminary to write sermons
with a Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the other; and she does the same when she composes her hymns. If
you’ve ever been at our worship service on Super Bowl Sunday, you may remember singing her hymn “God,
You Give Us Recreation.” Biographical information and links to articles by her and stories about her may be
found on her web site, www.carolynshymns.com. There’s a great interview from the New Yorker Radio Hour
that touches on her start at hymn-writing and discusses several of her hymns. It was on the New Yorker Radio
Hour in 2016. Here’s the link: https://www.wnyc.org/story/hymn-orlando/.
O God, We Long for Better Days
A New Hymn for Christmas during the Pandemic of 2020
by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
O God, we long for better days when we can be together,
to celebrate your love and grace in Jesus Christ our Savior.
We long for Silent Night in crowded pews, by candlelight.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.
We long to come and Deck the Halls this year — like many others.
Yet all around we hear the calls of countless, hurting neighbors.
This year, in quiet ways, we'll pray and serve and fill our days.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.
We'll still, with Christian Friends, Rejoice, by phone, or by our Zooming.
We'll ponder here: What Child is This? — and seek A Rose, E'er Blooming.
We'll love and serve and give; we'll live as Christ taught us to live.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.
We long to feast and celebrate with family, friends, and neighbors.
Yet this can be our gift — to wait, until the times are better.
Still, Still, you give us joy — a love that death cannot destroy.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, Traditional English melody ("What Child Is This?")
Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the author.
“In gratitude for the joy found in "Silent Night, Holy Night," "Deck the Halls," "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice," "What Child Is
This?", "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming," and "Still, Still, Still" — the joy of God's love that sustains us both when we are at home
and when we are with the people of God in community.” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
•

•

On Sunday, January 10, we will celebrate The
Epiphany, the baptism of Jesus.
Sunday, January 17 is designated Human
Relations Day, a special Sunday in the United
Methodist Church. It is the Sunday before the
national observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday. Human Relations Day supports outreach
to communities in the United States and Puerto
Rico, encouraging social justice and work with atrisk youth.
Church Website: Need to check the date, time or
meeting link for an upcoming event or see the latest
bulletin? Visit www.firstcommunitymedford.org.
You will find event information is more accessible
to our church community. Add us to your Favorites
or Bookmark the site in your web browser now!

FCUMC’s Annual Church Conference – Saturday, January 23 at 10AM
All are welcome as we take time as a church to pause and reflect on the past year and plan for the future.
▪

Save the Date! Saturday, January 23

▪

Annual Charge Conferences reporting includes all
aspects of the church:
-Pastoral
-Staff/Parish Relations
-Church Council
-Lay Servant/Leadership
-Finance Committee
-Trustees
-Nomination/Leadership

-Audit/Fund Balance
-Use of capital/principle
from investments
-Year-to-Date Financial
-2021 Proposed Budget
-Retired Minister
-Membership

Photo: FCUMC by K.Aluia
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January 2021
First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Stephanie Finley &
Kia Finley
3
Liz & Richard Grzela

4

Communion Sunday
10:30 AM Worship
via Google Meet
10

5

6

Catrina Hayden &
Tonya Hicks

11
Tom & Peggy
Kirkpatrick

Claire Inzerillo &
Maya Inzerillo

12
Eleanor & Paul
Kulakowski

7
Bianca & Erik Hegre

13
Terran & Susan
Rati Lane

8
Oriana Hegre &
Serena Hegre

14
Autumn Lane &
Daniel Laskey

Maleah Finley &
Barbara Heckbert
9

Ben & Jessie
Killilea

Finn Killilea &
Rowan Killilea

15
Matthew Laskey &
Geoffrey Laskey

16

Donna & Fred
Laskey

22
Samuel McDonald &
Neville Pottinger

23

Emily & Matthew
McDonald

Lauren Laskey &
Richard Laskey

3

Epiphany Sunday
10:30 AM Worship
via Google Meet
17
Charlotte Luscombe &
Frank Casseterri

18

19
Donna & Joe
Maguire

Human Relations Day
10:30 AM Worship
via Google Meet
24
Chloey Wilson &
Cayden Maleszyk
10:30 AM Worship
via Google Meet

20
Bill Mason &
Billy Mason

21
George & Sheila
McCleery

Meaghan Morris &
Connor Wilson
10:00 AM Online
FCUMC Charge
Conference

Finance Committee
25
Cheryl & Keeley
Murphy

26
Nathaniel Murphy &
Alexander Murphy

27

28
Aarion & Katelyn
Perez

29
Jim & Kim Ryan

30
Joan Saniuk &
Sharilyn Steketee

Dorothy & Frank
Seamster

31
Kevin Seamster &
Owen Seamster
10:30AM Worship
via Google Meet

Please pray for our friends daily on the designated day.
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