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FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
AT 10:30 a.m. (online) 

 
August 2, 2020 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

join us at: 
http://meet.google.com/cty-bset-efp 

 
 

* As an inclusive community, we invite you to sing & confess your faith in the language that you feel comfortable. 
 
PRELUDE “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown” (CANDLER) -Scottish Melody 
 “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee” (PENITENTIA) -Edward Dearle 
 “Let Us Break Bread Together” -African American Spiritual 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
COMMUNAL PRAYER (in unison) 

 

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
incline your ear to me, hear my words. 

Wondrously show your steadfast love, 
O savior of those who seek refuge 
from their adversaries at your right hand. 

As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; 
when I awake I shall be satisfied with beholding your presence. 

  

                         Psalm 17: 6-7, 15 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                Patrick DeFlorio 

 
HYMN UMH 496 “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

 

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
that calls me from a world of care, 
and bids me at my Father’s [Creator's] throne 
make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
my soul has often found relief, 
and oft escaped the tempter’s snare 
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
the joys I feel, the bliss I share 
of those whose anxious spirits burn 
with strong desires for thy return! 
With such I hasten to the place 
where God my Savior shows his [God's] face, 
and gladly take my station there, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

 
(Hymn continued next page) 
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3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
thy wings shall my petition bear 
to him [her/them] whose truth and faithfulness 
engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since he [she/they] bids me seek his [her/their] face, 
believe his [her/their] word, and trust his [her/their] grace, 
I’ll cast on him [her/their] my every care, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 
READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE: Genesis 32:24-30 

 

The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Matthew 14:13-21 

 

For the word of God in scripture, 
for the word of God among us, 
for the word of God within us, 
thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Bring Them Here to Me” Pastor Suji Han 

 
HYMN UMH 128 “He Leadeth Me:  O Blessed Thought” 

 

1. He [God] leadeth me:  O blessed thought! 
O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

 

 

2. Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
by waters still, o’er troubled sea, 
still ‘tis his [God's] hand that leadeth me. (R) 

Refrain 
He [God] leadeth me, he [God] leadeth me, 
by his [God's] own hand he [God] leadeth me; 
his [God's] faithful follower I would be, 
for by his [God's] hand he [God] leadeth me. 

3. Lord, I would place my hand in thine, 
nor ever murmur nor repine; 
content, whatever lot I see, 
since ‘tis my God that leadeth me. (R) 

 4. And when my task on earth is done, 
when by thy grace the victory’s won, 
e’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, 
since God through Jordan leadeth me. (R) 

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. 
 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Christ our Lord invites all God’s children to the table, 
so we open this table to all our siblings. 

Please join this sacred moment that binds us to be God’s family. 
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CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 

As a sign of entering to the holy meal, 
let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of others. 

Forgive us, we pray.  Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
that proves God’s love towards us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Glory to God.  Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY “Break Thou the Bread of Life”  (SHERWIN) -William F. Sherwin 

 
DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise [God] all creatures here below; 
praise [God] above, ye heavenly host;  
praise [Creator], Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, 

you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant 
by water and the Spirit. 

 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us 

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
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“Drink from this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 

 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, 

one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, 
and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

 
Through your Child Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Creator, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father [God/Creator], who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom [kin-dom], come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom [kin-dom], 

and the power, and the glory, forever. 
   Amen. 
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HYMN UMH 152 “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” 
 

1. I sing the almighty power of God, 
that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad, 
and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained 
the sun to rule the day; 
the moon shines full at God’s command, 
and all the stars obey. 
 

 

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord, 
who filled the earth with food, 
who formed the creatures thru the Word, 
and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, 
where’er I turn my eye, 
if I survey the ground I tread, 
or gaze upon the sky. 

3. There’s not a plant or flower below, 
but makes thy glories known, 
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
by order from thy throne; 
while all that borrows life from thee 
is ever in thy care; 
and everywhere that we can be, 
thou, God, art present there. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE Selections from “Twelve Short Pieces” -Samuel Wesley 

 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEW PLATFORM FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 
 
                  now we meet on 
 
 
 
The Church Council decided that we will hold our Sunday morning worship services on Google Meet 
instead of Facebook Live, starting today. 
 
• Why Google Meet? We can see each other’s faces. We can share our joys and concerns live. We 

can have virtual coffee hour after worship. Finally, we can benefit from their automatic Closed 
Captioning service! 

• How can I join? See: firstcommunitymedford.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Instruction.pdf 
• What if I missed the service? The entire service will be recorded and uploaded on the Church's 

Facebook page.  
• What if I need help? Contact Pastor Suji anytime! 
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Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
you are welcome at First Community UMC. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Today, we have Holy Communion during service. 
• You are invited to our Virtual Coffee Hour. To join, stay in the meeting room after the service. 
• Summer Bible Study has started! Classes are led by Pastor Suji and on Google Meet on 

Wednesdays at 7 PM until August 12. To get the link and reading for the week, contact Pastor 
Suji. 

• Children’s Moment Volunteers: If you feel you are called to share a story for children’s 
moment on a Sunday, this Summer is the best time to answer your call! All ages, including 
Sunday school students, are welcome to volunteer! 

• You may mail in or drop off your offering at the church (55 Otis Street, Medford). 
• Serve-One-Another Ministry: If you need help because you are unable to leave your home or 

if you are healthy and willing to help others, please email us. 
• Please note Pastor Suji will keep holding her office hours in case of an urgent need for in-person 

pastoral care. Additionally, if you would like to have a conversation with her over the phone, 
please know she is more than willing to share God’s grace. 

• The building remains closed until we decide when to return, but we never stop being a church!  
For our current response to the State’s reopening process, read:  
www.firstcommunitymedford.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Update.pdf. We also want to be 
prepared for the return. For those who cannot physically come to the church building, we are 
planning to keep providing online access to the service. To make that happen, we need 
volunteers who can manage the tech matters. If you are willing to help, please let us know so that 
we can plan accordingly. 

 
 
 

During the week ahead, please pray for these friends: 
 

August 2 – Nino & Sam Aluia 
 
August 3 – Kali Baker & James Nogueira 
 
August 4 – Valerie Becker-Nogueira & Walace Nogueira 
 
August 5 – Sylvia Bosselman & Sharyn Bosselman 
 
August 6 – Elizabeth Bosselman & Nancy Burbine 
 
August 7 – Jennifer Calhau & Rachel Collins 
 
August 8 – Lorraine & Patrick DeFlorio 
 
August 9 – Barbara DeFlorio & William DeFlorio 
 

 Church Staff 
 

Pastor Suji Han 
Cell Phone:  224-223-0871 
Email:  pastorsuji@gmail.com 
Office Hours at the Parsonage: 

Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Lay Leader:  Stephanie Finley 
Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 
Office Manager:  Kathy Aluia 

 
Church Phone:  781-396-5436 
Church Email:  fcumc02155@yahoo.com 
Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc/ 
 

 


