
 FIRST COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

 THE  INCARNATION  OF  HOPE, JUSTICE, JOY, AND PEACE 
 AT  5:00 p.m. 

 December 24, 2022  Christmas Eve Service | Lighting of Christ Candle & Advent Wreath 

 (Photo Credit:  K.Veer @unsplash.com) 

 For  surely,  I  know  the  plans  I  have  for  you,  says  the  Lord, 
 plans  for  your  welfare  and  not  for  harm,  to  give  you  a  future  with  hope. 

 -Jeremiah  29:11 

 B  ELL  R  INGING &  C  ANDLE  L  IGHTING  Bell Ringer & Acolyte 

 P  RELUDE 

 I  NVITATION TO THE  C  ELEBRATION OF THE  I  NCARNATION  Pastor De La Rosa 

 C  ENTERING  R  EADING  Lamentations 3:21-24  Pastor De La Rosa 

 L  IGHTING  OF THE  HOPE C  ANDLE  Pastor De La Rosa 

 C  AROL  UMH  234  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Verses 1-3 
 1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

 O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold him, born the King of angels.  (R) 

 Refrain  : 
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 2.  True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
 lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; 
 Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (R) 
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 3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
 O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  (R) 

 S  CRIPTURE  Isaiah 42:1-7  Dot  Seamster 

 L  IGHTING OF  J  USTICE  C  ANDLE  Dot Seamster 

 C  AROL  UMH 210  “All Earth  is Waiting to See the Promise One” 

 1. All earth is waiting 
 to see the Promised One, 

 and the open furrows, 
 the sowing of the Lord. 

 All the world, bound and struggling, 
 seeks true liberty; 

 it cries out for justice 
 and searches for the truth 

 2. Thus says the prophet 
 to those of Israel, 
 "A virgin mother 

 will bear Emmanuel,“for his name is "God with us,“ 
 our brother shall be, 

 with him hope will blossom 
 once more within our hearts 

 3. Mountains and valleys 
 will have to be made plain; 

 open new highways, 
 new highways for the Lord. 
 He is now coming closer, 

 so come all and see, 
 and open the doorways 
 as wide as wide can be 

 4. In lowly stable 
 the Promised One appeared, 

 yet, feel his presence 
 throughout the earth today, 
 for he lives in all Christians 

 and is with us now; 
 again, with his coming 

 he brings us liberty 

 S  CRIPTURE  Isaiah 9:2-7  Sandra Barrios 
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 L  IGHTING OF THE  J  OY  C  ANDLE  Sandra Barrios 

 C  AROL  UMH 219  “What Child is This?” 

 1.  What child is this 
 who laid to rest 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping. 

 Refrain 
 This, this is Christ the King 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
 Haste, haste to bring Him laud. 
 The babe, the son of Mary. 

 2.  Why lies He in such mean estate, 
 Where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
 The silent Word is pleading.  (R) 

 3.  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
 Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings, 
 Let loving hearts enthrone him.  (R)  T 

 S  CRIPTURE  Micah 5:2-5a  Pastor De La Rosa 

 C  AROL  UMH  230  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 1.  O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie; 
 above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by. 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light; 
 the hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 

 2.  For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and gathered all above, 
 while mortals sleep, 
 the angels keep 
 their watch of wondering love. 
 O morning stars together, 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the King, 
 and peace to all on earth! 
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 3.  How silently, how silently, 
 the wondrous gift is given; 
 so God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heaven. 
 No ear may hear his coming, 
 but in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, 
 still the dear Christ enters in. 

 4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Emmanuel! 

 S  CRIPTURE  Luke 1:26-38  Stephanie Finley 

 L  IGHTING OF THE  C  ANDLE OF  P  EACE  Stephanie Finley 

 C  AROL  UMH  240  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

 1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the new-born King; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled!" 

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with th'angelic host proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the new born King!" 

 2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
 hail th' incarnate Deity, 

 pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the new-born King!" 
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 3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
 Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 

 risen with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise us from the earth, 
 born to give us second birth. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the new born King!" 

 I  NVITATION  TO  H  OLY  C  OMMUNION  Pastor De La Rosa 
 C  ONFESSION AND  P  ARDON 

 As a sign of entering to the holy meal, 
 let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 Merciful God, 
 we confess that we have not loved you 

 with our whole heart. 
 We have failed to be an obedient church. 
 We have not done your will, 

 we have broken your law, 
 we have rebelled against your love, 
 we have not loved our neighbors, 
 and we have not heard the cry of others. 

 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Free us for joyful obedience, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 (All pray in silence.) 

 Hear the good news: 
 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
 that proves God’s love toward us. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 Glory to God. Amen. 

 T  HANKSGIVING AND  C  OMMUNION  Pastor De La Rosa 

 T  HE  G  REAT  T  HANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your heart. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us 
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 he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
 gave it to his disciples, and said: 

 “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 When the supper was over, he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

 “Drink from this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 poured out for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 

 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 in remembrance of me.” 

 And so, 
 in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Christ, 
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

 as a holy and living sacrifice, 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us, 

 as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
 redeemed by his blood. 

 By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, 
 one with each other, 
 and one in ministry to all the world, 
 until Christ comes in final victory, 
 and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Amen. 

 L  ORD’S  P  RAYER  Pastor De La Rosa 
 Our Creator [Father/God], who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kin-dom [kingdom] come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kin-dom [kingdom], and the power, 
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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 J  OINTLY  T  AKING  THE  B  READ  &  C  UP 

 If you would like to participate in today’s communion, 
 please join our pastors in taking your bread and beverage now. 

 (Please take a moment for silent prayer.) 

 P  RAYER  OF  T  HANKSGIVING  Pastor De La Rosa 

 S  CRIPTURE  Luke 2:1-20  Jennifer Rajala 

 L  IGHT OF THE  C  HRIST  C  ANDLE  Jennifer Rajala 

 C  AROL  UMH  239  “Silent Night, Holy Night”  Verses 1-3 

 1.  Silent night, holy night, 
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 

 2.  Silent night, holy night, 

 shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
 Christ the Savior is born, 
 Christ the Savior is born! 

 3.  Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love’s pure light; 
 radiant beams from thy holy face 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
 Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

 If you have not signed the attendance log located at the back of the sanctuary, please do so now. 
 Please remember to leave your Christmas offering in offering plate on table at the back of the 

 sanctuary.  “You can make a check payable to First Community United Methodist Church and in the 
 Memo note the designation or you can use Zelle to  treasurer@firstcommunitymedford.org  and add a 

 memo as to the designation. 

 Permission obtained from CCLI #21000626 and ONE LICENSE #A-715349 to podcast/stream music in 
 our service. 

 Church Staff 
 Pastor:  Cristian De La Rosa 
 Hours:  Sunday 9:00am-10:30am 

 Monday 9:00am-12:00noon 
 Friday 10:00am-2:00pm 

 Options to Meet: in Church Parlor, by phone or via Zoom 
 Cell:  540-550-9251 
 Email:  pastor@firstcommunitymedford.org 
 To set up a meeting:  calendly.com/cdlrosa 

 Music Director:  Luci Rexroad 

 Our Service 
 Piano Accompanist:  Luci Rexroad 
 Tech Support:  Felix Jibrin 

 Church Office Hours:  Mon. & Thurs. | 9:30am-12:30pm 
 Office: 781-396-5436 
 Email:  office@firstcommunitymedford.org 
 Facebook: 
 https://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 Website:  www.FirstCommunityMedford.org 
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