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Dear FCUMC Family, 
 
I pray the peace of God is always dwelling in your home, office, classroom, and 
other places where you are. In this letter, I would like to invite you to find a piece of 
wisdom from sports. 
 
There is a thing called "timeout" in many professional sports games. NFL has it, 
and NBA has it. When the players seem too tired, or when a game-changer is 
needed, usually the coach of the team calls a timeout to pause the game. It varies by 
the nature of each sport and by their styles, coaches share what they observed with 
the players, assess the problem, and propose plans and strategies for the rest of the 
game. In the meantime, the players listen to their coach while catching their breath. 
They also communicate with their teammates, promising they won’t repeat mistakes 
and do better when the game resumes. After timeouts, the players return to the 
game. They remember what their coach said and do their best to follow the 
instruction. Not always, but in most cases, a victory can be achieved only when the 
players successfully execute their plan from the timeouts. In sum, timeouts serve as 
a critical opportunity for the players to communicate with their coach and 
teammates as well as reflect on what they have done and envision the future. 
 
Churches also have "timeouts." Within the United Methodist Tradition, we call the 
ecclesial timeout Church Conference. During this annual meeting, local 
congregations discuss about their missional acts from the past year and develop 
plans for the coming year. Similar to the timeouts in basketball courts, we have our  
 

(Pastor’s letter continued next page.) 
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leaders, both from the denomination and our own, to coach us. The 
coaches reflect on the reports and narratives from the past and identify 
the strength and weaknesses of the church, followed by constructive 
advice for the future. In the meantime, church players have an 
opportunity to communicate with one another while catching our 
breath. Within honest and responsible conversations, we acknowledge 
the mistakes we have made and promise we won’t repeat them. We 
recall the direction where we are called to proceed. We remind one 
another that the kin-dom of God won’t be manifested in our community 
until we practice the love of God with our mission that is executed with 
fairness transparently. With this holy timeout, we remember who we are 
as God’s players and pledge to do our best. 
 
FCUMC’s Church Conference is on October 25. I pray this to be an 
opportunity for us to grow as a church.  
 
Peace,  
Pastor Suji 

 

 
 

 

Join us for World Communion Sunday – October 4 
 

 

We invite you to break bread with us 
during our “virtual” holy 
communion service as United 
Methodists around the globe observe 
this tradition together. 
 
You can access the service by 
computer, smartphone or your 
landline telephone (voice only). 
 
Sunday, October 4 – 10:30am 

 
To participate… 
 

on your computer or smartphone, 
follow:  
http://meet.google.com/cty-bset-efp 
 
via landline, dial: 
1(470)222-6788 and enter pin 
number, 180 655 420 followed by #. 
 
To receive a bulletin, email your 
request to fcumc02155@yahoo.com 
or call 781-396-5436. 
 

(Photo credit:  Y.Khlebnikova on Unsplash.com)  
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MUSIC FROM THE CHURCH ♪♫ 
By Luci Rexroad (Music Director) 

 
A Brand New Hymn – “Am I Creation’s Keeper” by Andrew Pratt 

 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), while he was working in Leipzig, Germany, regularly composed a new 
cantata every week.  He sometimes borrowed the music from works he had composed earlier. 
 
Some of today’s hymn writers, while they may not write a hymn every week, do respond 
quickly to events happening in their world and their life by writing a new hymn.  One such 
person is Andrew Pratt, a British Methodist pastor.  He was born in Paignton, Devon, 
England in 1948.  For his first degree, he studied Zoology (B.Sc. Hons., London) before 
going to the University College of North Wales in Bangor, where he studied Marine 
Biology (M.Sc.).ˡ  “He taught in Essex, Wrexham, and Liverpool before a call to the 
ministry drew him to theological training at Queen’s (Ecumenical) College in Birmingham, 
where he also began to write hymns.”²  To date, he has written more than 1,400 hymn texts.  
Many of them are available on his blog, https://hymnsandbooks.blog/author/andrewpratt48/, 
and several collections have been published.  The UMC Discipleship website includes about 
fifty of his hymns. 

 

Andrew Pratt 
b.1948 

 
On 13 September 2020, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) presented Extinction:  The Facts, a 
television program by Sir David Attenborough, English broadcaster, writer and naturalist.  In it, he explored 
“how this crisis of biodiversity has consequences for us all, threatening food and water security, undermining 
our ability to control our climate and even putting us at greater risk of pandemic diseases.”³  Andrew Pratt wrote 
this hymn while he was watching it. 
 

Am I Creation’s Keeper 
 

Am I creation’s keeper, 
a steward of this earth, 
a singular vocation, 
to measure all its worth? 
As humans we must nuture, 
the land, the sea, the air, 
for all we see around us 
is handed to our care. 

 
Yet lost in self-obsession, 
not feeding human need, 
our greatest occupation, 
is meeting human greed; 
we cull and kill creation, 
exterminate at will, 
we hanker and we hunger 
for more than just our fill. 

 

The seas become polluted, 
the forests burnt or felled, 
the air a noxious fluid, 
its temperature not held. 
The world, unfit for purpose, 
destroyed by human choice? 
We need to hear the prophets, 
to raise up every voice. 

 
No faith or creed or preference, 
exceeds our need for life, 
this planet, all its value, 
will it survive our strife? 
When human life has ended, 
this home left scarred and torn, 
will God not weep with anger, 
that we were ever born? 

-Andrew Pratt 
 

TEXT:  ©2020 Stainer & Bell, Ltd, London, England, http://www.stainer.co.uk.  Used by permission.  CCLI#11281053. 
TUNE:  Meter:  76.76 D (Iambic) Suggested tunes found in The United Methodist Hymnal. 
 

ANGEL’S STORY (“O Jesus, I Have Promised” – No. 396) 
LANCASHIRE (“Lead On, O King Eternal” – No. 580) 

 

AURELIA (“The Church’s One Foundation” – No. 545) 
WEBB (“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” – No. 514) 

ˡ https://hymnsandbooks.blog/author/andrewpratt48/                           ² https://stainer.co.uk/composer/andrew-pratt/ 
³ https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000mn4n 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
• On Sundays after worship, you are invited to our Virtual 

Coffee Hour.  To join, stay in the meeting room after the 
service. 

• World Communion Sunday is on October 4.  We will 
practice Holy Communion with a special liturgy.  Please be 
prepared with your bread and juice. 

• On October 10, “Part-Time is Plenty” will be held online.  
This is a District Resource event.  For more information, 
please visit: 
www.neumc.org/eventdetail/celebrating-small-churches-13537442 

• FCUMC’s Church Conference with Rev. We Chang, DS 
will be held on Sunday, October 25 after worship.  The 
SPRC will gather at 9:30 AM on the same day.  Both 
meetings will take place online. 

• Serve-One-Another Ministry:  If you need help because 
you are unable to leave your home or if you are healthy and 
willing to help others, please email us.  

• You may mail in or drop off your offering at the church (55 Otis Street, Medford). 
• The building remains closed until we decide when to return, but we never stop being a church! For our 

current response to the State’s reopening process, read: 
www.firstcommunitymedford.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Update.pdf. 

 
 
 

FCUMC’s Annual Church Conference – Sunday, September 25 
 

All	are	welcome	as	we	take	time	as	a	church	to	pause	and	reflect	on	the	past	year	and	plan	for	our	future.	
 

 
§ Save the Date!  Sunday, September 25 

 
§ Church Conference will follow Sunday’s worship service. 

 
§ District Superintendent, Rev. We Chang, will preside. 

 
§ Annual reports will be presented in all aspects of the 

church: 
 

-Pastoral -Audit/Fund Balance 
-Staff/Parish Relations -Use of capital/principle from 
-Church Council  investments 
-Lay Servant/Leadership -Year-to-Date Financial 
-Finance Committee -2021 Proposed Budget 
-Trustees -Retired Minister 
-Nomination/Leadership -Membership 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
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October 2020 
First Community United Methodist Church, Medford MA 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 
 
 

1 
Barbara Wood & 

Jessica Wood 

2 
Sarah Wood & 

Benjamin Wright 

3 
Deanna Wright & 
Madison Wright 

 

4 
Barbara Adams & 

Yola Aurelian 
 

World Communion 
Sunday 

10:30 AM Worship 
via Google Meet 

5 
Deb & Steve Alibrandi 

6 
Fred & Kathy Aluia 

7 
Sam Aluia & 
Nino Aluia 

 
 
 

8 
Kali Baker & 

James Nogueira 

9 
Valerie Becker-

Nogueira & 
Walace Nogueira 

10 
Sylvia Bosselman & 
Sharyn Bosselman 

 
9:00 AM  

“Part-Time is Plenty” 
Webinar 

11  
Elizabeth Bosselman & 

Nancy Burbine 
 
 

10:30 AM Worship 
via Google Meet 

 

12 
Jennifer Calhau & 

Rachel Collins 

13 
Lorraine & Patrick 

DeFlorio 

14 
Barbara DeFlorio & 
William DeFlorio 

 
 
 

15 
Rose DeGaudio & 

Pam Demattia 

16 
George & Karen 

DiDomenico 

17 
Courteney 

DiDomenico & David 
Dismas 

 
2020 New England 
Annual Conference 

“Online” 
18 

Gabriel & Valerie 
Donadio 

 
10:30 AM Worship 

via Google Meet 

19 
Aaron & Laura Ellies 

20 
Josette Elysee & 

Thess Elysee 

21 
T.J. Elysee & 

Jo Elysee 

22 
Heiko Enderling & 

Judith Aberdeen 

23 
Jazmine Enderling & 
Connery Enderling 

24 
Betty Falanga & 

Peg Faulkner 

25 
Amy Fillebrown & 

Sara Finley 
 

9:30AM SPRC 
Meeting 

 

10:30 AM Worship 
via Google Meet 

 

FCUM’s 2020 Annual 
Church Conference 

26 
Kellie & Scott 

Fillebrown 

27 
Stephanie Finley & 

Kia Finley 

28 
Maleah Finley & 
Barbara Heckbert 

29 
Liz & Richard Grzela 

30 
Catrina Hayden & 

Tonya Hicks 

31 
Claire Inzerillo & 

Maya Inzerillo 

Please pray for our friends daily on the designated day.  
 


