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June 2020 

Dear FCUMC friends,  

 

 I remember how excited I was when I first learned that I was going to be appointed to a Reconciling 

Congregation last summer. Since then, pastoring a church that wholeheartedly welcomes and affirms the 

LGBTQ+ community has been a true blessing. I have been encouraged to share inclusive messages in the pulpit 

and Bible study classrooms in addition to countless other examples that confirmed to me that this congregation 

is dedicated to sharing God's unconditional love. Those moments reminded me how privileged I am to be the 

pastor of this beloved and welcoming church.  

  

 As June—the Pride Month—approaches, I feel my excitement of serving a Reconciling Congregation is 

growing. The four Sundays in this special month will provide us with priceless opportunities to celebrate the 

divine image reflected on each and all of us. We will proclaim that we all are God's beloved children regardless 

of our gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression. We will practice that love in our readings, 

prayers, and other activities. Among others, I am thrilled that we are joining a joint Pride Sunday worship 

service with seven-plus neighboring Reconciling Methodist Congregations on June 14. The service will be 

filled with joy and love that we all need, and it will assure us that there is a crowd of devoted comrades in our 

denomination and district who express the same inclusive Gospel with us. We will enjoy the holy 

connexionalism, rooted in the shared faith of God is love and love is God.  

   

 Another highlight of Pride Month at FCUMC will be our experimental exercise of using a queer pronoun 

for God. We all know that God is not limited to our human understanding of gender. We confess that God, our 

Creator, is beyond our conception of gender, and thus, God can be female, male, somewhere between female 

and male, and both female and male. Therefore, to capture this sense of queerness embedded in the nature of 

God, we will practice incorporating "them, their, and theirs" pronouns when we refer to God in our prayers, 

hymns, and readings. As an inclusive community, you all have the right to use the pronouns for God that is 

comfortable for you. In other words, no one is forced to use the plural pronouns. However, I firmly believe that 

this practice will demonstrate how intentional we are, as a reconciling community of faith, in inviting the kin-

dom of God to this world, where all God's children are welcomed and loved as who we are and whom we love.  

     

With love,  

Pastor Suji 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR'S NOTE by Luci Rexroad  ♪♫ 

As March turned to April and April turned to May, I read more and more stories about the danger of singing 

inside.  Choir rehearsals attended by apparent super-spreaders of the coronavirus ended with many infected 

singers and several fatalities.  As I encountered discussions on Facebook, I would save the posts to read later.  

Well, it's now later, and I have many saved - but unread - posts.  I think I'm waiting for the issue to be resolved, 

but I fear that that won't happen any time soon.  Here's a one-sentence explanation from Phillip C. Song, 

MD, director of the Division of Laryngology at Mass. Eye and Ear.  "Physiologically, singing increases air 

speed and lung pressure, which will produce more aerosols."  The problem is:  how far do those aerosols go? 
 

"Group singing is dangerous indoors; there should be no in-person singing."  That's what it says in the New 

England Conference document titled "Guidelines for In-Person Worship & Ministry during COVID-19,"  which 

includes a section on "Looking Ahead:  Ideas for Safe In-Person Worship June and beyond."   I was prepared to 

find this, but it was still hard to take. 
 

Early in May, five choral associations convened an on-line panel to discuss the near term future of singing.  By 

the time I learned about it, registration for the event was full.  A recording is available, and several attendees 

have published summaries of the discussion.  Unfortunately, the near term future is bleak. 
 

Researchers at Colorado State University are about to begin a study, named "Reducing Bioaerosol Emissions 

and Exposures in the Performing Arts: A Scientific Roadmap for a Safe Return from COVID19."  The time 

between project initiation and the final report is expected to be 15 weeks.  With a start date of June 1, that 

means the final report should be released just after Labor Day. 
 

I was looking forward to attending this year's Hymn Society Conference at Emory University in Atlanta.  But 

that, like so many events, has gone digital.  One Breakout Conversation is titled "Singing During a Pandemic."  

I'm sure that wasn't on the original schedule. 
 

We don't know what the next few months will bring as far as church singing is concerned.  I trust that wise 

people are working right now to find some answers.   
 

Rev. Leigh Anne Taylor, President of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, recently 

shared her reflection on this passage from John.  
 

"When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you.'" 

(John 20:19, NRSV) 

 

As we come to the end of May 2020, those of us in worship leadership may find that we can really 

relate to the disciples in this scene. We may identify with being "locked in the house for fear," or with 

being somewhere between the "last days" of leading worship online and "the first days" of a new era of 

in-person worship, strictly modified by precautions for not spreading the novel coronavirus. Many of 

us are navigating the challenge of doing both. 
 

Not unlike the disciples, we may be heartbroken at not being able to sing, yet anxious about following 

guidelines, exhausted by the required adaptations, and scared someone is going to get sick. 
 

If there's anything we need right now, it's the peace that Jesus was breathing into his friends. You are 

his friend! Take a deep breath and let the peace of the Risen Christ fill you now. 

 

AMEN! 
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Our building remains closed until we decide when to return, but we never stop being the church!  For our 

current response to the State's re-opening process, read FCUMC re-opening 

 

Facebook Live Worship Services. 

Until we decide when to return to the church building, we continue our Sunday morning worship online at 

10:30 a.m., using Facebook Live.  You don't need to log onto Facebook.  Just click on this link:  

http://www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc then scroll down a bit to find the live worship video. If you 

have had any tech problems in joining our live worship, or if you do not currently receive our weekly email and 

want to be included in the distribution, please email Pastor Suji.  

The one exception is June 14, when we participate in the local Pride Sunday Worship via Zoom. 

 

Children's Sunday.  June 7 at 10:30 a.m. 

We will honor the achievements our Sunday School class has made this year!  

As part of the celebration, there will be an online class gathering on Zoom on Friday, June 5, at 5:00 p.m.   

*If your child(ren) is graduating from their school or entering a new program this year, please let Pastor Suji 

know. 

 

Pride Sunday Service.  June 14 at 11:00 a.m. 

We are thrilled to have a joint worship service celebrating Pride Month with our neighboring reconciling United 

Methodist churches.  (Connexion UMC in Somerville, Old West Church in Boston, Crawford Memorial Church 

in Winchester, Grace UMC in Lynn, Calvary Church in Arlington, First UMC in Melrose, and St. Stephen's 

UMC in Marblehead)  
 

From the Organizers:  "New England Methodists have had a presence at PRIDE for these past 5 years and have 

been powerful and transformative. While we cannot gather in person to march, sing, and celebrate, we will still 

gather!  This year, for Pride Sunday, we are actually all able to gather for the first time for Sunday worship!" 
 

We will connect via ZOOM.  To maintain security, "the link & call-in numbers will be emailed out to pastors 

whose congregations are participating to disseminate to their congregations directly." 

 

Diving into the Bible for All Ages. 

To join the live instruction, come to the church's Facebook page at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.  The videos will 

also be posted after each session.  For details, check firstcommunitymedford.org/wednesday-bible-study 

 

Wondering how to get your offering to the church?   
You may mail your check to- or drop it off at - the church at 55 Otis Street, Medford, MA  02155. 

 

Prayer Shawls.   

If you have a prayer shawl to be presented on Sundays, please contact Pastor Suji. 

 

(Continued on Page 4) 

  

http://firstcommunitymedford.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Update-May-19-2020-Responding-to-the-Plans-to-Re-open-Massachusetts-1.pdf
https://firstcommunitymedford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=18c1366164b7595b0e6cb2de1&id=57c0d77996&e=fc636dc35b
http://firstcommunitymedford.org/wednesday-bible-study
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS       (Continued from Page 3) 

 

Serve-One-Another Ministry.   

If you need help because you are unable to leave your home, or if you are healthy and willing to help others, 

please email Pastor Suji so she can arrange the service to make love flow. 

 

Pastor Suji will keep holding her office hours at the Parsonage (41 Central Avenue, Medford) in case of an 

urgent need for in-person pastoral care. Additionally, if you would like to have a conversation with her over the 

phone, please know she is more than willing to share God's grace.  Office Hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

If you have announcements to be shared in the weekly bulletin, please email Pastor Suji by the preceding 

Friday. 

 

Pastor Suji's contact information. 

Cell Phone:  224-223-0871              Email:  pastorsuji@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

OUR ONGOING MINI-MISSION 

 

Thank you for your donations for the special collection that made it possible for us to 

support the Community Cupboard Food Pantry (147 High Street, Medford) when they 

were in urgent need. Please note that the Pantry continues to provide food for people in 

need every Thursday evening from 6:00-7:30, and we will keep assisting them as our 

ongoing mini-mission. 

 

For more information, please visit their web site at http://uumedford.org/connection/food-

pantry/ 

 

Especially desirable items: 

 

grocery-size paper bags  mayonnaise  sugar   shampoo  

grocery-size plastic bags  coffee   flour   soap 

ketchup    tea   jelly   laundry soap 

cooking oil   cereal   crackers  toothpaste 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation, contact Pastor Suji. 

http://uumedford.org/connection/food-pantry/
http://uumedford.org/connection/food-pantry/
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IT'S A START ... 

In May, we made one more step toward installing a handicap access ramp, one of our long-time dreams. There 

still are many hurdles to jump through and it is too early to predict when we will see the final outcome of the 

project; but it is exciting to witness this amazing progress! Thank you, Trustees, for your excellent leadership!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY - JUNE 7 - SPECIAL OFFERING 

Together, we spread the gospel of peace and encourage cooperation 

locally, in the United States, and globally. 
 

So what does being a peacemaker, peacekeeper or peacebuilder look like?  

Peacemaking is defined as the process of creating a settlement between differing parties.  

Peacekeeping is keeping people from attacking one another by creating a buffer of neutrality between them. On 

a global scale, we’ve seen the UN or neutral nations act as peacekeepers. At a local level, this could mean 

involving a mediator to help.  

Peacebuilding is a process that establishes peace through resolution, institution building or at the political level 

with the goal of preventing recurring violence.  

Like any good lesson, it is never enough just to learn it. We must now act on what we know.  

Peace with Justice Sunday is based on these ideas that the way to stand for justice is to simultaneously create 

pathways for peacemaking, peacekeeping and peacebuilding. It is a day to take action by funding peace with 

justice programs in our communities. 

from resourceumc.org 
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Brother Mickey O’Neill McGrath, OSFS, an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales, is an award-winning artist, author, and storyteller.  

He is a popular presenter and frequent keynote speaker at conferences, parishes, and retreat centers throughout the United States  

and Canada. Using his own paintings and the stories which inspired them, Bro. Mickey makes deep and often humorous connections 

between art, social justice, and religious faith around a wide variety of themes and subjects. 
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Please support our advertisers! 

781-396-1711 



   

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Elizabeth Bosselman & Jennifer Calhau & Lorraine & Barbara DeFlorio & Rose DeGaudio & George & 

 Nancy Burbine Rachel Collins Patrick DeFlorio William DeFlorio Pam Demattia Karen DiDomenico 

 
  

 5:30 PM   Diving into the 
Bible for All Ages 
 

See details on the 
Announcements page.  

5:00 PM   Online 
Sunday School Class 
Gathering- via Zoom 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Courteney DiDomenico & Gabriel & Aaron & Josette Elysee &  T.J Elysee & Heiko Enderling & Jazmine Enderling & 

David Dismas Valerie Donadio Laura Ellies Thess Elysee Jo Elysee Judith Aberdeen Connery Enderling 
10:30 AM   Worship - Facebook Live 
www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 

 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY 
 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 

 

 
5:30 PM   Diving into the 
Bible for All Ages 
 

See details on the 
Announcements page. 

 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Betty  Falanga & Amy Fillebrown & Kellie & Stephanie Finley & Maleah Finley & Liz & Catrina Hayden & 

Peg Faulkner Sara Finley Scott Fillebrown Kia Finley Barbara Heckbert Richard Grzla Tonya Hicks 
11:00 AM   Worship - Zoom 
 

PRIDE SUNDAY WORSHIP 
NOTE CHANGE OF TIME 
Details to follow. 

 

 

    
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Claire Inzerillo & Bianca & Oriana Hegre & Ben & Finn Killilea & Tom & Eleanor & 
Maya Inzerillo Erik Hegre Serena Hegre Jessie Killilea Rowan Killilea Peggy Kirkpatrick Paul Kulakowski 

10:30 AM   Worship - Facebook Live 
www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 

 
     

 

28 29 30     
Terran & Autumn Lane & Donna &     

Susan Rati Lane Daniel Laskey Fred Laskey     
10:30 AM   Worship - Facebook Live 
www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

    JUNE 2020   First Community United Methodist Church, Medford, MA 

 

Please pray for these friends on the designated day. 


