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April 2020
Dear FCUMC family,

I am sending this message with my sincerest prayers and virtual but warmest hugs.

When we first heard about this new virus, very few people expected what we are facing today. Within a short
period of time, the world where we live changed into a totally different one, not knowing when we would come
back to our normal life (more information and guidelines for this challenging time can be found at
www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19).

However, this does not mean we should stop being who we are; whatever happens, we are the followers of
Jesus who defeated the power of death. We know what he did two thousand years ago, what he does for us
today, and what we are called to do to embody his love.

As nothing could harm or hold Christ down, nothing can separate us from his love. As nothing could block us
from his love, nothing can stop us from being a church with overflowing love for others and passion for justice.
Regardless of how long this situation lasts, we will stay as an ecclesial family, bonded by the grace of God,
caring and serving one another.

And here are some ways you can re-affirm you belong to this community:

Sunday Morning Services on Facebook Live (at 10:30):
www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc

Wednesday Lenten Bible Study (on April 1, 8 at 7 pm):
us04web.zoom.us/j/861506159

Good Friday Service (April 10 at 7 pm):
details will be sent out via email

If you find any difficulty joining those gatherings, please let me know so I can guide you through. Please know
I am praying for you and your family. If you have anything to add to my prayer list, never hesitate to reach out
to me.

Let us remember Easter is here.

Love and peace,
Pastor Suji

www.mass.gov/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
www.facebook.com/firstcommunityumc
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Lilies, tulips, and daffodils enhance our worship experience on Easter Sunday; and this
year will be no exception. The flowers will be displayed in the sanctuary during our worship
service, which will be broadcast on Facebook Live.

We have included an order form with this newsletter. The cost is $10, payable to FCUMC.  The deadline for
ordering is April 7.

Please mail this form to the church office and mark it to Luci Rexroad's attention. If it's more convenient, you
may also place an order by emailing Luci at lmrex@yahoo.com or calling her at 781-856-3218.  We will
collect the payment later.

We will arrange a time for you to pick up your plant at the church; or we will deliver it to you.
You may also designate that it be given to a shut-in.

When we face an unknown future that we can't imagine yet,
when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into threat
As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community,
may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be.

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within.
There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were with him.
In this time of separation when we miss the life we've known,
may we hear your voice proclaiming:  "I am here! You're not alone."

May we cherish those around us as we never have before.
May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters more.
May we hear our neighbors' suffering; may we see our neighbors' pain.
May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again.

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here goes wrong,
may we know this thing for certain that your love is sure and strong.
You're beside us in our suffering and when times are surely tough,
we may face an unknown future, but it's filled, Lord, with your love.
___________________________________________________________________

This is a new hymn for singing [or reading] during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Churches have permission to use this hymn for free, including in streaming worship services.

Tune: BEACH SPRING, 1844; attributed to Benjamin Franklin White. ("Come and Find the Quiet Center")
Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

mailto:lmrex@yahoo.com
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At the end of January, I was saddened to learn through a Facebook post that Shirley
Erena Murray had died.  She was a hymn text writer from New Zealand and was
88 years old. My favorite hymn of hers - "Come and Find a Quiet Center" - was
included in The Faith We Sing (TFWS), the little black hymn collection published by
the United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH) in 2000.  Eight other hymns of hers
were also published in TFWS.  And when UMPH released Worship & Song, the little
green hymn collection, in 2011, it included seven of her hymns, four of which were
written after 2000. One of her most popular hymns is known as "An Upside Down Christmas."  "Upside
Down" refers to the fact that New Zealand is in the Southern Hemisphere and Christmas is celebrated during the
summer.  Here's a bit of the text:  "... snow is not snowing and trees are not bare. ... wise ones make journeys,
whatever the season, searching for signs of the truth to be born."  I used this hymn as a reading one year when I
brought the message at First Community the Sunday after Christmas.  Another of her hymns, "Touch the Earth
Lightly," provided the theme for the Annual Conference of the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada.

Here's what The Hymn Society wrote about Shirley Erena Murray. "She was one of the most prolific and
influential hymn text writers in the English speaking world, creating texts finely attuned to the issues facing
people of faith today. They have appeared in more than 100 collections worldwide and have been translated into
several other languages.

"She was brought up Methodist, but spent many years as a Presbyterian, serving with her husband, the Very
Reverend John Stewart Murray, a former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, as he pastored

"An article in The Hymn (Autumn 2009) announcing that she had been named a Fellow of the Hymn Society
included this observation: 'Despite her frustrations with the Church, this writer remains committed to working
on its behalf, and her positive, ebullient nature dominates her work. Her hymns are ecumenical in their theology
and inclusive in their expression. They embody themes of justice, peace, human rights, nurture, and the integrity
of creation.'"
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