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March 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 

 Once upon a time, in an Uzbek village, there was a girl named Nargiza. Nargiza and her family lived on 

a farm with a cow, a lamb, a hen, and a dog. One winter day, Nargiza’s mom had to visit her sister in a faraway 

town. She made enough soup and bread for Nargiza as well as preparing enough potatoes, paprika, beans, and 

carrots for the animals. Before leaving, she made sure Nargiza would feed the animals whenever she has her 

meal.  

 

 Nargiza was excited! She finished her breakfast in five minutes and ran out to the field, holding the food 

for the animals. But when she saw the snow covering the entire farm, Nargiza forgot why she went out. And 

instead of going to the animals, she started playing with the snow. After a while, she realized she could build a 

snowman. And she did! She made a perfect snowman and decorated his face with the food she had—potatoes 

for the eyes, paprika for the ears, beans for the mouth, and obviously a carrot for the nose. After finishing her 

snowman, Nargiza felt cold and tired. So she jumped into her bed and fall asleep.  

 

 Meanwhile, the animals were starving. They moaned and groaned, and cried out in hunger. Apparently, 

the snowman heard their cry. He called the animals to come and feed them with what he had—potatoes for the 

cow, paprika for the lamb, beans for the hen, and a carrot for the dog. Once they got fed, the animals felt thirsty. 

The snowman looked around but couldn’t find any water near them. So, he melted his own body and became a 

puddle so the animals can drink.  

 

 The next morning, Nargiza woke up and knew something was wrong. She ran out to the farm and 

checked the animals. They were sleeping peacefully next to a puddle. It took a while for Nargiza to understand 

what happened. After realizing that the snowman sacrificed himself to feed the animals, Nargiza felt ashamed 

and sorry for what she had done. Immediately, she built the snowman again and decorated him with new 

potatoes, paprika, beans, and carrots. She promised she wouldn’t repeat the mistake and had her breakfast with 

the animals.  

 

 Soon, her mom returned. Nargiza explained what happened so far. Mom wasn’t sure she understood 

Nargiza’s story right, but the snowman was smiling next to Nargiza.  

  

This is a condensed version of the Uzbek fairytale, “The Snowman.” As the storyteller, I might make 

some unintentional edits to the narrative, but maybe that is the nature of oral transmission.  

 

Where did you find yourself in the story? Do you see you in Nargiza? Have you done something like the 

snowman? Can you recall a memory when you were starving like the animals in the story? How about mother; 

is there anything that resonates with you? Like most fairytales, there is no right answer; the story is meant to 

provide multiple interpretations and applications. And here is a Christian way—or a Lenten way to be more 

specific—of reading it:                                 
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Like the cow, the lamb, the hen, and the 

dog, we often feel hungry. We not only experience 

the lack of material or financial provisions but feel 

the need for emotional and spiritual support. We 

also long for the realization of justice in this world. 

And like the animals in the story, we cry out for 

what we need. It is true that we repeatedly forget 

that God is listening to our cry, but this story 

reminds us that God is with us, understanding what 

we need.  

 

Like the Snowman, God listens to us and 

calls us to come. God comes to us to feed us and to 

sacrifice for us. Through this story, we remember 

what we eat, what we drink, and what we have is 

from God’s sacrifice. Through this story, we also 

remember we are called to be God’s snowmen, 

sacrificing and sharing what we have for others. 

We remember there are so many hungry animals in 

this world who need the potatoes, paprika, beans, 

and carrots we have.  

 

Like Nargiza, we get overexcited about 

playing with the snow and forget what we are 

called to do. We sleep too often and too long when 

our friends are suffering from hunger. However, 

like Nargiza, we have a second chance! We have 

the ability and mission to wake up and feed the 

hungry, challenge the status quo, and realize the 

kin-dom of God. Like Nargiza rebuilding the 

snowman, it is our task to rebuild the church where 

we all get nurtured with peace and justice. 

 

Like Nargiza’s mother, who heard a 

surprising story from her daughter, we read an 

extraordinary story in the Bible—the story of 

Passion and Resurrection of Christ. Our reaction to 

the story should not stay in the stage of getting 

surprised and amazed. We process it, we embody 

it, and we retell the story. FCUMC has organized 

many Lenten activities that you may find details on 

the following page. I pray these programs will help 

remind us what the Story of Lent calls us to do.  

 

With love, 

Pastor Suji 
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ONCE AGAIN, FIRST COMMUNITY UMC HAS RECEIVED 

A WORLD PARISH CITATION FROM THE NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE, 

INDICATING 100% PAYMENT OF ITS MISSION SHARES. 

 

Here's how the funds received are used by the New England Conference.  
 

Mission Share Giving: What’s in it for our church?  

Trains lay speakers, subsidizes seminary education for your clergy, provides youth ministry, provides health 

benefits for retired and disabled clergy and families, helps start new churches, helps identify grant money for 

churches, provides consultants for churches, stewardship training, develops curriculum for Sunday Schools, 

provides scholarships, develops Disciple Bible Study, trains and develops missionaries, provides counsel for 

treasurers and trustees, appoints a pastor to your church, administers pension and health benefits and local 

church insurance programs, works for an inclusive denomination, provides equitable and strategic compensation 

to pastors, supports 3 camps and a conference center, holds annual conference sessions, and much, much more!  
 

Mission Share Giving: What’s in it for others?  

Helps supply UMCOR with disaster relief kits, funds Health Clinics, sends out 1,812 missionaries around the 

world, supports urban ministry in Boston, Lawrence, Portland, Worcester, Providence and more, supports rural 

ministries throughout New England, helps send Volunteers in Mission throughout the US and abroad, supports 

a covenant la Iglesia de Cristo en Nicaragua, supports Africa University, advocates for a living wage, helps 

women experiencing crises, opposes use of landmines, works to eradicate racism, feeds hungry children and 

families in our Conference and beyond, supports the Black College Fund, supports economic ministries in 

Western Maine, supports ministries to college students, advocates for our environment, opposes the death 

penalty, opposes legalized gambling, provides scholarships for students around the world, funds 225 retirement 

homes, 70 hospitals, 8 two-year colleges, 82 four-year colleges, and 13 seminaries, and much, much more! 

from neumc.org 
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Just a reminder:  if you 

would prefer to receive your 

copy of The Oasis via email, 

you may request this by 

sending an email to 

fcumc02155@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

  

LENT FILM NIGHT 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

FOR THE SANCTUARY 

 
Lilies, tulips, and daffodils enhance our worship 

experience on Easter Sunday.  These may be given in 

memory of (or in honor of) your loved ones.  Order 

forms will be in the Fellowship Hall.  Please return them 

to Luci Rexroad or the church office by April 5.  The 

cost will be $10.00. 
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UMCOR SUNDAY - MARCH 22 

 

LIFE SOMETIMES CAN BE OVERWHELMING 

 
We read or watch on the news and see communities overwhelmed by natural disaster. 

We hear about humanitarian crises arising from civil unrest and war. We know that 

famine and drought are caused by climate change and see in our own community signs 

of food insecurity. And, of course, when we are also in the midst of our own suffering, it is hard to see beyond our 

own needs to help someone else. 

 

It can seem like too much. How could we possibly make a difference? How can our limited resources make a dent in 

the seemingly never-ending need of the world? We begin to shut out the reminders of suffering. We become blind. 

We willfully ignore the great needs of our siblings in Christ. But the reality is that as followers of Jesus Christ, we 

are called to respond with extravagant grace. Just as Jesus invited the disciples into the work saying, “We must do 

the works of him who sent me.” 

 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we can make a difference in the lives of 

communities and individuals whose lives have been upended by storms, wars, climate change, and displacement. 

Through UMCOR, we see the impact of extravagant grace through the generosity of United Methodists. 

 

UMCOR lives out signs of Christ’s extravagant grace in the world by prayerfully working with communities that are 

overwhelmed by natural or man-made disasters. UMCOR builds on the strengths of what is already available in a 

community and actively involves the people affected in recovery efforts.  One of the wonderful aspects of The 

United Methodist Church is that we can do so much more together than we ever could do on our own – and through 

our connection UMCOR has been doing this for 80 years. 

 

By mobilizing trained volunteers who are already living in the community, purchasing emergency supplies and food 

from local merchants and channeling funds through trusted partners who are already on the ground, UMCOR is 

uniquely positioned to respond quickly after a disaster and to remain invested in rebuilding, even after these needs 

are no longer in the news. Recovery is a long-process for individuals and communities.  UMCOR also works with 

communities to train leaders to address infrastructure concerns, climate change and environmental degradation. 

 

The special offering received on UMCOR Sunday helps support the small but impactful UMCOR staff who are 

specialists in disaster response and recovery. Funds also ensure adequate training for emergency response 

coordinators, construction volunteers, and case managers who assist victims of disasters, chain saw gangs 

and sheetrock installers.  

 

Because we join our church’s offerings with those of United Methodist congregations around the world, UMCOR 

remains strong in its day-to-day operations. When needs are immediate, UMCOR can respond quickly and 

efficiently with signs of extravagant grace and expert assistance. Let us continue to ministry together.  

 

United Methodists gave $2,709,028 to the UMCOR Sunday offering in 2019. This special offering underwrites 

UMCOR’s administrative costs so that all designated gifts will go to the project you specify. Your gifts ensure 

UMCOR's response in times of crisis so that 100% of gifts to UMCOR help those who need it most. This fund is 

administered by The General Board of Global Ministries. 

From umcgiving.org 
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WORSHIP LEADERS, GREETERS, & USHERS 

 

Date Worship Leader Greeter Ushers 

 
 

March 1 Stephanie Finley To Be Announced To Be Announced 

    

March 8 David Twiddy Donna Maguire To Be Announced 

   

March 15 To Be  Announced Mimi and JJ Twiddy To Be Announced  

 

March 22 To Be  Announced To Be Announced David Twiddy 

 

March 29 Dot Seamster To Be Announced To Be Announced 
 

 

Dot Seamster (781-391-5154) is in charge of finding worship leaders, ushers and greeters. 

If you would like to volunteer for a week, please contact her. 

 


 

 

 

 

 

BASEBALL OPENING DINNER 

Saturday, April 4 - 6:00 p.m. 

Celebrate the start of the 2020 season of our national pastime. 

_______________________________________________________ 

DISTRICT GATHERING - Sunday, April 5 

3:00 PM to 5:00 PM - Crawford Memorial UMC in Winchester 

The New England Delegation to the 2020 General Conference and the Open Spirit 
Task Force (OSTF) have been moving forward with their work and will be holding 
information sessions in each district.   

The OSTF was formed last year "to examine whether and how United Methodists of 
New England might align with, create, or form a new church body in the Methodist 
tradition (independently or in collaboration with others)." 

At the district gatherings, facilitators will share the options that will be presented at 
the Annual Conference in June 2020 and provide educational materials that will help 

facilitate congregational conversations about these options.   
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Please support our advertisers! 

781-396-1711 



   

MARCH 2020      First Community United Methodist Church, Medford, MA 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Nathaniel Murphy & Aarion Perez & Jim Ryan & Joan Saniuk & Dorothy Seamster & Kevin Seamster & Jennifer Tappendorf & 

Alexander Murphy Katelyn Perez Kim Ryan Sharilyn Steketee Frank Seamster Owen Seamster Sean Tappendorf 
 

9:30 AM  Adult Class 
10:30 AM   Worship & Sunday School 
 
 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7:00 PM   
Itinerant Joint Worship 
 @ First Community 

 

 
7:15  PM  Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 
4-5:30 PM - Kids' Fun Day 

 
TURN YOUR CLOCKS 

AHEAD 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Dylan Tappendorf &  David Twiddy & Lydia Twiddy & Miriam Twiddy & Chris &  Ronald Votour & Anmole & 

Genevieve Tappendorf Rebecca Stevenson J.J. Twiddy Barbara Wood Gina Votour Daniel Votour Jennifer Wassan 
 

9:30 AM  Adult Class 
10:30 AM   Worship & Sunday School 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
7:00 PM   
Itinerant Joint Worship   
 @ Glendale UMC.   
 392 Ferry St., Everett 

 

 
7:15  PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Arjun Wassan & Jessica Wood & Deanna & Madison Wright & Barbara Adams & Deb & Fred & 

Diya Wassan Sarah Wood Greg Wright Benjamin Wright Yola Aurelian Steve Alibrandi Kathy Aluia 
 

9:30 AM  Adult Class 
10:30 AM   Worship & Sunday School 

 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
6:30 PM   
Lent Film Night 
  @ Community Baptist.     
  470 Fulton St., Medford 

 

 
7:15  PM  Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

9 AM - 2:30 PM 
District Resource Day:  

"Asset Based Community Outreach" 
Fisk Memorial UMC.   

106 Walnut St., Natick 

10:30 AM   
1st Community Singers  

at Courtyard Nursing Home 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Sam Aluia & Kalli Baker & Valerie  

Becker-Nogueira & 
James Nogueira & 

 
Elizabeth Bosselman & Jennifer Calhau & Lorraine & 

Nino Aluia Sylvia Bosselman Walace Nogueira Sharyn Bosselman Nancy Burbine Rose DeGaudio Patrick DeFlorio 
 

9:30 AM  Adult Class 
10:30 AM   Worship & Sunday School 
 

 
UMCOR SUNDAY 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

 

  
 
7:00 PM   
Itinerant Joint Worship    
  @ East Saugus UMC.    
 85 Chestnut St., Saugus 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
7:15  PM  Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

29 30 31     

Barbara DeFlorio & George & Pam Demattia &     

William DeFlorio Karen DiDomenico Courteney DiDomenico     
 

9:30 AM  Adult Class 
10:30 AM   Worship & Sunday School 
Following Worship 

Church Council Meeting 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

  
  

Please pray throughout the month for the people listed on this calendar. 


