
Dear First Community family & friends, 
 

I hope you are experiencing and confessing Jesus Christ’s grace and peace in your 
everyday life.  

Since October 1621, when fifty-three Pilgrims celebrated their first harvest with 
ninety Native Americans, there have been so many changes took place in New England. 
None of us run around to catch wild turkeys anymore; we instead run to markets—both 
local and online. Very few of us dig out potatoes from the ground to make mushed 
potatoes; most of us can buy them for less than a dollar per pound if we chose to start 
from fresh potatoes, not the processed or instant dishes.  

On the other hand, some scenes have been repeating around us since the 
seventeenth century. There still are too many people who are endangered because of their 
faith. There are too many people who suffer from endless hunger and homelessness 
caused not only by natural disasters but also by unjust systems. There are too many 
people who are marginalized by how they look and where they are from. There are too 
many people who are oppressed because of whom they love or how they love.  

Therefore, in this special season, we remember the spirit of the First Thanksgiving 
that is still needed today. We remember the spirit of thanksgiving that the Pilgrims had 
when they were thankful for their survival and daily food. We remember the spirit of 
hospitality that the Native Americans at the table had when they risked their security to 
offer care and protection to their new friends. We remember the spirit of joy and happiness 
that filled the table in 1621 when the Creator’s hope replaced the fear of uncertainty.  

Friends, may the spirit of thanksgiving overflow your table and use it as a base of 
the kin-dom of God. Happy Thanksgiving!  

 
 
With love & peace,  
 
 
 
 
Suji Han 
Pastor, First Community United Methodist Church of Medford 
 


